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A Study on Fires in the City of Edo and Its Evacuation Routes
- With a Focus on the Transitions of Bridges and Road Networks-
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Faced with the tremendous loss of lives inflicted by the Great Fire of Meireki (1657), the Edo Shogunate government
conducted the construction of Ryogoku Bridge and widening of roads running through major choninchi (civilian
neighborhoods) after the fire so as to enable the choninchi residents to evacuate to Honjo area. Following the initiative,
in Genroku Era (1688—1704) until early Hoei Era (1704—1710), bridges and road networks were newly added along
Sumida River to create several evacuation routes connecting to Honjo and Fukagawa areas. The fire-prevention
infrastructures of these evacuation routes, completed by Kyoho Era (1716-1735) .
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