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This paper summarizes a history of the development of international legal instruments relating to cultural heritage 
protection and armed conflicts since the late 19th century within the framework of the advancement of international 
humanitarian law.  The paper also examines the contributions of the other Conventions of UNESCO to this area, as well 
as the role played by international non-governmental organisations in the field of culture.  By doing so, the paper aims 
at placing the adoption of the 2nd Protocol of the 1954 Hague Convention in the context of the advancement of 
international  law. 
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