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To do interview survey as a non-participant:
From a case of a Life History of half-Japanese-half-Korean

Hajime IMASATO

This paper studied how one half-Japanese-half-Korean woman expanded polyphyletic relationship with other half-
Japanese-half-Korean and the author. The interview about her life history revealed that she built up an identity as
half-Japanese-half-Korean from sharing a room with another half-Japanese-half-Korean in the university dormitory
when she was an exchange student. The many interviews conducted by the author strengthened her awareness of
her identity and raised the issue. The result finds that her identity has been developed by a succession of
encounters, including the author’s intervention as a researcher. It reveals the possibility that a researcher can

broaden the identity of the interviewee by intervention.

Keywords : half-Japanese-half-Korean, immigrant, newcomer, life history






