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Abstract:

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has given importance
to welfare since it became independent in 1948, and consequently the
index of people’s literacy and life expectancy is high. However there is a
large gap in economic and social condition, and the health index between
sectors. Particularly working women in plantation sector have not been
able to get sufficient education, so that their wages are low and their
health care not good in comparison with other sector's women. A lot
of working women who are engaged in tea picking are descendant of
immigrant laborers who contracted to undertake work from South India
during the British colonial period. They treaded a thorny path because of
the working structure of plantation and the rise of Singhalese nationalism.
Though they only recently gained the right of resident, and education and
health prevailed in the plantation sector, they still are engaged in simple
labor and draw low wages as end worker.

In this paper, while I consider the working structure of plantation
which continues as alterity, I examine in terms of identity what this
alterity is or what it demands and creates as expectations. When
Ritsumeikan University had a workshop in a plantation in 2006, people
said: “I don't want my children to be plantation’s worker. ” and “I want to

work outside of a plantation. ” As they don’t have the option of choosing
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occupation in the closed plantation, it must have affected their way of
living and their way of thinking. They have been discriminated because
they are Indian immigrant as well as because of ethnic discrimination.
Therefore, I suppose, this is why they have such as a negative view of
their occupation.

People essentially form their self consciousness through their social
activities in their birthplace or community. People independently identify
themselves with various objects, arrange them, and integrate them, in
order to identify themselves. They form their identity in interaction with
others in community, rightly or wrongly.

When people are conscious of their identity they are strongly
conscious of the negative dimension of that identity. A community where
Indian immigrants live in Sri Lanka isn't the place for getting a feeling
of relief or a sense of possession. I suppose their negative identity about
occupation is cultivated through their experiences of repressive and
subordinate human relations. In a flourishing society people respect self
realization, and all of them pursue their identity. If demand for security
is granted, and if people are able to improve their ability, they would
think of who they are and of how they want to live. Nowadays in a global
age, identity needs to be independent of borders. Now while people in
plantations acquire education and citizenship, they try to augment their
potential for forming a free identity as members of the global society
as well as of their community. They don't want migrant work outside
plantations. Government and people have to do their roles so that people

in plantations can form an independent and universal identity.
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