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The Development and Revision of the Pre-advanced Comprehensive Japanese
Textbook—To satisfy the needs of short-term exchange students—
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Abstract

Ritsumeikan University has a program for accepting short-term students from abroad. These
students have the following four needs : 1) to improve Japanese proficiency and to experience
Japanese culture and society in a finite period of time, 2) to gain the actual feeling of being
proficient, 3) to maintain motivation, 4) to develop the ability to study independently.

In this paper, we examined the 8§ commercially available pre-advanced comprehensive
Japanese textbooks whether they satisfy the short-term students’ needs. After that, we
developed a texthook for our students, and revised it four times utilizing quantitative data (e.g.
class feedback) and qualitative data (e.g. the impressions of the instructors). These data proved
that our first edition satisfied those needs mostly. Furthermore, in order to enhance the level of
satisfaction, we repeated revision and evaluation based on these data. As a result, we succeeded

in developing an effective texthook which heightens the students’ satisfaction.
Key Word

Japanese, short-term exchange students, pre-advanced, textbook analysis,

textbook development, quantitative data, qualitative data, revision
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