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North Korea’s nuclear development raised strong international concern in the early 1990s. Although
two decades have passed since, this nuclear issue has not been resolved yet. In fact, it has become more
serious because of North Korea's two nuclear tests in 2006 and 2009 and its revelation of a state-of-
art uranium enrichment facility in November 2010. A prevailing view in Japan is that North Korea is to
blame for destabilizing peace and security in East Asia. However, this is a very simplistic view that fails
to grasp various factors behind the nuclear development. This paper attempts to clarify those factors

with a focus on international ones.
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