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A study of the role of academic achievement measurement at the connecting stage
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Summary

The higher education system in Japan has shifted to the “universal stage” described by Martin Trow. The increased use
of enrollment by Admission office exam or admission on recommendation transforms the connection between elementary/
secondary education and higher education, from a competitive selective environment based on university entrance exams
to a gentler transition without undue emphasis on academic selectivity.

The objective of this study was to discuss the elements required to demonstrate academic achievement, with respect to
the role of measurement of academic ability at the connecting stage between elementary/secondary education and higher
education. In particular, as one measure to solve the lack of compatible indices of academic ability connecting high school and
university, we propose production of a “can-do list” as one common index of academic ability to bridge this gap. Integrated
primary and secondary education system will play an important role as an educational core of Ritsumeikan, it would bring
about a paradigm shift from entrance-exam-oriented learning style into student-centred learning style.

The anticipated outcomes are: (1) to survey the various academic measurement indices for high school students
and their status of implementation; (2) to assess the current situation of academic measurements used at Ritsumeikan
Academy; and (3) to identify the characteristics of conventional academic measurement indices, thus contributing to

furthering the integrated primary and secondary education.
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