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Summary

In recent years, concerns have been raised that the popularization of higher education in Japan is resulting in declining
academic standards among new students and the dilution of their sense of purpose, and there is a strong need for
universities to engage in efforts to support students’ transition to life at university. At Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
(APU), which has many international students, assistance to international students in making a smooth transition to life at
a Japanese university, in terms not only of daily life but also of study, is increasingly required.

In this research, we use a questionnaire survey of students and faculty to elucidate the content of support for daily life
and studies and students’ actual situations at the first-year stage, which is extremely important for both Japanese and
international students to achieve “success” at APU. Taking as our model the “living-learning community” based on the
dormitory, which was developed in the United States as an effective means of supporting the transition to university life
for first-year students, we are creating a living-learning community in AP House, the international dormitory in which

many of APU’s first-year students live.



