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Verification of effects of student activities:

a case study of “Oritor” activity (support to freshman orientation by older students)
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Verification of effects

Summary

This study examines the activity of freshmen orientation support by older students (who are called “Oritors” at
Ritsumeikan) to verify the effects of student activities. The “Oritor” activity, based on a mechanism of peer education in
which students influence one another, enjoys the participation of about 600 older students each year. The study includes
(1) a survey about the present status of Oritor activity; (2) a quantitative survey by a questionnaire addressed to Oritors,
freshmen students etc., and a qualitative survey through interviews; and (3) a survey about activities at other universities
across Japan. The results of self-evaluation by Oritors and interviews with freshmen students were analyzed to clarify the
influence that Oritors can have on new students, the cycle of regeneration of the activity and the mechanism of personal
development of individual Oritors. The case study demonstrates individual growth of students involved (personal
development, etc.) through this particular student activity. The study then points out the need for (1) maintaining the
present activity cycle and (2) adopting a concrete policy for further improvement of the activity. It also proposes

systematized training for Oritors and future orientation for Oritor activity support.
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