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Summary

This study presents a fact-finding survey conducted about Ritsumeikan undergraduate students, who constitute the
nucleus of examinees of the “internal” entrance examinations for Ritsumeikan University Graduate Schools. The
background to this survey is the fact that some of the Graduate Schools are not able to attract enough admission
candidates to fulfill their quotas, mainly because (1) the target numbers of candidates under different categories are not
set accurately and (2) different types of candidates meeting the target numbers are not analyzed sufficiently. The survey
has revealed the following: a number of students already wish to progress to graduate school in their early undergraduate
years or even before entrance to the University; the more actively students are involved in their undergraduate seminars,
the more they hope to enter Ritsumeikan Graduate Schools; the students’ decision to go on to graduate school is most
influenced by classmates, older students, seminar professors and family members; through various postgraduate activities
centering on the writing of a master’s thesis, students can acquire the ability to identify problems and find solutions, an
ability required in society. Based on these survey results, the study proposes policy measures aimed at motivating
Ritsumeikan undergraduates to enter graduate school, thereby ensuring stable internal admissions to Ritsumeikan
Graduate Schools. Specific policy measures would improve information meetings about the Graduate Schools, which are
already being held regularly; promote interaction between younger and older undergraduates and between undergraduate

and postgraduate students; and reinforce undergraduate education in general.
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