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Self-Reliance Support Service for Poor and Needy People
and its Academic Meaning for Public Finance

Hiroyuki MORI

Abstract

Local governments have conducted self-reliance support service for poor and needy people since the law
enforcement of it in FY 2015. They have practiced diverse managements of the service system in consideration to
their citizens and other local situations. This diverse character of the service is conditioned by the main purport of
the law and the individuality or personality of policy object.

The service requires significant revisions of concept and translation for local public finance because the basic
principle of fiscal activities have been on fairness and uniformity. In short, it is nothing but a big question whether
these kinds of personal services are allowed for public expenditures. The logic of social agreement for the services is
also a serious issue.

This paper analyzes self-reliance support service for poor and needy people through leading practices by municipal

governments and examines the academic meaning for public finance with the concept of merit goods.
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