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Who are Disaster Volunteers?:
The Tendency of Their Participation and Social Stratification

Masanari SAKURAI

Abstract

This study attempted to grasp the features of disaster volunteers by comparing with the general volunteer
activities in Japan. Disaster volunteers work in emergency areas to respond to the needs of victims all over the
world. Regarding the process of disaster volunteer activities, two normative / empirical factors - "Civil Society
Oriented Approach” and "Community Oriented Approach" are drawing attention in previous studies. In addition, in
previous studies, it is thought that the difference between these two approaches is related to the difference in their
social class. However, the orientation and hierarchy of disaster volunteers has not been sufficiently elucidated. In this
research, we analysis the difference of comprehensive orientation and hierarchy between the whole volunteer
activity and disaster volunteer activities by conducting the secondary analysis of a descriptive statistics. As results
of the secondary analysis of Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities, disaster volunteers tended to have a
relatively higher proportion of those who did not belong to the organization than all volunteers average. These
results are evidence that disaster volunteers are more civil society than community oriented. In addition, disaster
volunteers are more likely to participate from higher social classes than volunteer activities as a whole. By the above

analysis results, we examined how disaster volunteers can influence the local community in disaster affected area in

the future.
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