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Asbestos Issues and International Relation of Canada

Hiroyuki MORI

Abstract

Canada used to be the biggest supplier and exporter of asbestos (chrysotile) in the world. Its asbestos mines
were concentrated in Quebec. It is the site of the Jeffrey Mine, once the largest asbestos mine, which was long
owed and developed by Johns Manville. Along with the carcinogenic nature of asbestos officially acknowledged by
developed countries and the international institutes such as ILO and WHO, the asbestos industry of Canada was
heavily influenced in global market and the Quebec government embarked on supporting the asbestos industry and
nationalized the mines.

Since Quebec was independent segregation-oriented, the government of Canada supported it at the global stage.
The typical activities of the government were prominently revealed at the case of Canada’s challenge to the French
ban on asbestos in the World Trade Organization and Canada’s blocking of the listing chrysotile in the Rotterdam
Convention.

The international role played by Canada in supporting and promoting asbestos made the asbestos issue more
complicated. It has made a hazardous influence on the people in developing countries as well as Canada. Canada’s

approach to international relation on asbestos has been caused by its peculiar historical, political and social contexts.
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B1: 75Xy IMOT7 AN FEEEDOHRICHD ZEIE (1900-1985)
7T Horssen, Jessica Van (2016), 4 Town Called Asbestos, Vancouver: UBC Press, p.7.
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