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Abstract

The Kingdom of Cambodia experienced a long period of turmoil under the regime of Prime
Minister Pol Pot from 1976 to 1979 and during the subsequent internal war. After 1993,
the country at last started to regain political stability. The present government established
a policy of decentralisation as one of the mainstays of its policies. Hence, the local
administration system in Cambodia is in transition now. Here I would like to examine the
present situation around the decentralisation policy in Cambodia and see what difficulties the
central and local governments have at the moment, making use of the materials I was able to
acquire at a seminar on decentralisation hosted jointly by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Cambodia and JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) in Phnom Penh in December,
2013. Also I refer to the interviews I conducted in preparation for training programmes
for Cambodian government officials sponsored by JICA. It seems that nominally the new
system has already been installed but it has not rooted itself in the Cambodian soil yet.
Additionally, I acquired a copy in English of the Law on Administrative Management of the
Capital, Provinces, Municipalities, Districts and Khans (Organic Law) and translated it into

Japanese. I am including this translation for reference.
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