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Practice & Discussion
Hirameki ¥ Tokimeki Science 2017 “Let’s come to the
trial court and participate in the trial”

YAMASAKI Yuko, AIZAWA Ikuo and UEMURA Akihiro

(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University /

Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

On August 19, 2017, at the Ritsumeikan University Suzaku Campus, Hirameki v Tokimeki
Science “Let’s consider judgment on the accused by participating in the simulation trial.” The
purpose of this program was to introduce junior and senior high school students to the importance
of “research on law and psychology,” gained by Grant-in-Aid for scientific research, to deepen their
interest in scientific research. Scheduled in the morning was a lecture on law and psychology to
learn about the judgment of guilty and innocent individuals during criminal trials, and in the
afternoon, students participated in a simulated trial. The simulated trial questioned the “reliability
of the eyewitness testimony,” so that the content covered in the morning could be experienced. In
the course evaluation, all participants answered that “the program was interesting,” and that they
“would like to participate again,” and all the implementers said that the “implementation of this
project is meaningful.” However, some elements would need adjustment, for example, considering
lengthening the discussion and lecture time. Based on the aforementioned, future issues and the

possibility for development in law education will be discussed below.
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