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Empirical Research on Civil Judgment for the Inquest

of Prosecution

YAMASAKI Yuko!’, ISHIZAKI Chikage?’ and SATO Tatsuya?’

(Institute of Human Sciences, Ritsumeikan University !’ / Faculty of Law, Kyushu International

University 2’ / College of Comprehensive Psychology, Ritsumeikan University )

The decision of the Committee for the Inquest of Prosecution, which is a Japanese grand jury,
attained legal status in 2009 and increased the chance that public opinion would reflect justice. But
there is controversy regarding the validity of their decisions, such as when public opinion and the
law disagree or the potential harmful effects of indicting a suspect without conviction of his guilt.
The purpose of this research is to survey people with judicial experience as a Japanese grand
juror and to clarify the facts influencing their judgment and their recognition of the system. The
results revealed that they had a way of judging based on common sense and that they didn't
always judge based on the law even when they found it necessary to understand that law. And it
revealed that they had thoughts about improving the Japanese grand jury system, including
documentation, the shortness of the tenured period, the means of member selection, and the
method of offering legal knowledge, etc. They also tended to admit the institutional point in

regards to citizen's commonsense judgement and in giving relief to victims.
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