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Original Article
The Social Barriers for Persons with Disabilities to
Become Teachers in Today’s School Systems:
Narratives of Teachers with Visual Disabilities Who
Took Employment Examinations in Braille

NAKAMURA Masaya

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

Promoting the recruitment of persons with disabilities as teachers is demanded in both the
policies of inclusive education and the employment of persons with disabilities. However, persons
with disabilities employed as teachers are very few in number. This paper studies the obstacles in
the process from the viewpoints of persons with disabilities. Six teachers with visual disabilities
were interviewed and their answers analyzed based on four extracted categories that examined 1)
their motivation to become a teacher, 2) how they practice teaching in actual schools, 3) their
preparation for employment examinations for teachers, and 4) taking the actual teachers’
employment examination. The result found that 1) Students with disabilities do not have enough
opportunity to find other teachers with disabilities as role models. 2) It is difficult for the students
of special needs education schools to imagine themselves becoming teachers at general education
schools. 3) Students with disabilities tend to be excluded from practice teaching at general
education schools, therefore they cannot prepare to teach at general education schools. 4) There
are social barriers regarding access to information about the employment examination, teaching
materials, and mock examinations. 5) Each local government handles applicants with disabilities
differently regarding the teachers’ employment examination, and they do not always provide
proper adjustment for applicants with disabilities. 6) It is difficult to even find temporary teaching
employment for persons with disabilities. The conclusion argues that the current education system
and social structure in Japan are great obstacles for persons with disabilities to become teachers.
Thus, it is demanded that the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the
boards of education, and the educational institutions for teachers’ training realize the goal of
inclusive education and make reasonable accommodations in order to eliminate the social barriers

for persons with disabilities.

Key Words : teacher with disability, visual disability, teachers’ training, recruitment of teachers,
reasonable accommodation
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