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A Life Story of a Person Conceived through Artificial Insemination by Donor

YUI Hideki

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

Artificial insemination by donor (AID) has been performed for about 60 years in Japan.
However, little has been clarified about the family relationships and experiences of people
conceived through AID. This paper examines these issues through a life story interview with
a woman conceived through AID using her male relative’s semen. The interview clarifies five
points about her family relationship and experiences: 1) after she was told that she had been
conceived through AID, she redefined her life in a peculiar way; 2) the social background at the
time of AID seems to have influenced her experiences; 3) relationships with her parents have
been complicated and have changed as time has passed; 4) her feelings about sperm donor are
complicated and the donor being one of her relatives has been problematic; 5) and the issue of
relationships between her and the donor’s family as well as donor’s family members are awkward.
These finding suggest a model of the family relationships and life experiences of people conceived
through AID. To construct a more detailed model on this subject, further research is required.
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