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Urban Policy for Kyoto’s Super-Regeneration, Third Stage:
Environment, Human Rights, and Peace

Limbon *

Abstract: Time and again, Kyoto became the site of a major historical event, and every time this
happened, it lost momentum — to rise again like a phoenix from the ashes. Every time it
rejuvenated itself, however, it did not merely recover, but rather, it transformed itself to become
itself a new city model. yoto City has undergone what I call “super-regeneration” at least twice
during its history: during the 150 years following the Onin War and the 30 years of the Meiji
Restoration. The former I will call the first period of super-regeneration, and the latter, the second.
The primary purpose of this paper is to reinterpret the history of Kyoto according to this
framework and concept of super-regeneration. The paper will then evaluate the lessons that can be
learned from what Kyoto has experienced during the past two stages of super-regeneration in
order to formulate a scheme designed to initiate a third stage in the twenty-first century. This,

then, is the second objective of this paper.

Keywords: Kyoto, super-regeneration, environment, human rights, urban policy, machiya, buraku
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