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Why Was “Human Security” Mentioned Frequently During
the Second Abe Administration?:
Statistical Text Analysis of the Diet Record

The second Abe administration is often credited with having strengthened security policy
based on traditional security concepts. On the other hand, Prime Minister Abe made more
frequent references to “human security” than all previous prime ministers. Why did Abe actively
refer to “human security,” which is sometimes incompatible with traditional security concepts?
The increase in references to “human security” during this period was not limited to Abe. The
number of statements referring to “human security” in the Diet increased significantly. In what
context did references to “human security” occur during the second Abe administration? This
paper attempts to answer this question through statistical text analysis.

The analysis reveals that the characteristics of the way “human security” was mentioned
during the second Abe administration were different than those in previous administrations. For
example, references to it in connection with international contributions increased. As for specific
issues related to human security, references were often made to issues with a rather soft image,
such as gender and humanitarian assistance during this period. Considering that human security-
related funding has kept decreasing, it seems unlikely that the increase in references to “human
security” in the Diet during the second Abe administration stemmed from any renewed efforts by
Japan to actively engage in human security initiatives. Rather, the results of the statistical text
analysis correspond to the hypothesis that, in response to growing concerns about the Abe
administration's security policy, references to “human security” in the Diet increased significantly
as the government sought to allay concerns about its security policy and as political parties

sought to call on the government to focus on non-military aspects in its security policy.

(ADACH]I, Kenki, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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