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Japanese Confectionery Industry
of Development and Features

Toma, Mizuyo *

Abstract

The Japanese confectionery industry, is a processed food, and the retail scale is less than
900 billion yen, has not been analyzed as an industry. This paper studies the development and
characteristics of the Japanese confectionery industry, which has development deeply rooted
in Japanese traditional culture and food culture.

In ancient times, sweets were fruits and nuts, and later became a type of processed food,
and have been eaten under the influence of traditional Japanese culture, cultures of other
countries, and food culture. After the Meiji era, the word confectionery has been influenced by
Western culture and has been classified as Western confectionery and has come to be called
Japanese confectionery.

This paper considers the historical process of Japanese sweets, and while Japanese sweets
have undergone various transitions since ancient times, they have been eaten by people, and
Japanese sweets began to be distributed in the market as products in the latter half of the Edo
period.

Next, the process of formation and development of the Japanese confectionery industry was
divided into the Edo period and after the Meiji era, and analyzed while touching on the
Western confectionery industry. The Japanese confectionery industry was formed and
developed as an industry after the Meiji era, and the development of the Western confectionery
field had a great influence at that time. The structural feature of the Japanese confectionery
industry is that the retail scale of confectionery as a whole, is 3 trillion yen, while it is less
than 900 billion yen (peak is over 1 trillion yen), which is less than one-third. For this 30 years,
is not significantly reduced, mature industry is.

Finally, the challenges facing the Japanese confectionery industry are stable and inexpensive
procurement of raw materials, and how to adapt to differences in tastes and food culture due

to changes in the times, regardless of whether they are domestic or overseas.

* Shiraishi Kogyo Co., Ltd. Corporate Planning Office GM
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