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Research on Contemporary Tourism in the Context of
the COVID-19 Crisis
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Abstract

This paper examined the consequences of the COVID-19 crisis in the context
of modern tourism. From the perspective of the tourism industry, the following
two characteristics are significant: a) ‘asymmetry,” which refers to the way that
a tourist site is interpreted by the guest and the host, and b) the dependence
of the tourism industry on the ordinary lives of hosts. The Covid-19 pandemic
has exposed these characteristics to indicate the vulnerability, instability, and
uncertainty of contemporary tourism.

Among these factors, the former has been recognized as a Tisk’ under the
COVID-19 crisis because it requires equality in the relationship between guests
and hosts. Meanwhile, the latter indicates the dependence of tourism on the
lives and communities of local people and that tourism could not exist without
influencing the local people.

Considering the relation to risk society, it is evident that the COVID-19 crisis
broke out because of the rapid development of industrial society. This led the
intervention of modern industries in nature and consequently, the severe
increase in international tourists. Therefore, it has turned into a peculiar risk

that can hardly be foreseen or controlled. This risk society encompasses the
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disparity between ‘objective reality’ and the ‘reality’ that people construct; this
complicates the search of a solution for the risk.

Contrarily, the COVID-19 crisis has driven a new tourism characterized by a
shift from global to local tourism. Such a shift could be a possible solution to
the problem of ‘asymmetry and external diseconomy that emerged due to
modern tourism. Therefore, research on tourism post-COVID-19 requires an
elucidation of the mechanisms that combine this possibility and practice for

the tourism shift.
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