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Abstract

This article is a preliminary study on social structure surrounding family business
succession in East Asian societies. Surveying how a large amount of succession problems in
family business have occurred in Japan, Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and South
Korea since the 1990s, we investigate how family business owners and their successors have
been culturally constrained by traditional family system and social norms concerned, as well

as influenced by current social changes like individualization and globalization.

Keywords:
business succession, family business, East Asia, cultural constraint, individualization,

globalization

* Professor, Faculty of Letters, Tezukayama University.
** Lecturer, College of Business Administration, Ritsumeikan University.
* %% Agsistant Professor, Faculty of Business Administration, Shujitsu University.






