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Citizens' perception of the law on the statute of limitation: 
Internet survey results analysis 

 
Yuko Yamasaki 

 
Abstract: On April 27, 2010, the amendment of a part of the Criminal Code and the Criminal 

Procedure Code was enacted in Japan. The statute of limitations on statutory penalties for death 

penalties has been abolished. The purpose of the statute of limitations was to harmonize the 

necessity of punishment with legal stability, but the enactment of this law was triggered by the 

growing voices of victims' families who demanded punishment. In other words, citizens' voices 

influenced the passage of this law. This study aimed to clarify citizens' perceptions of the statute of 

limitation and the reasons for and against it through an Internet survey of 520 people who were not 

biased by age and gender. The results showed a positive tendency for the abolition of the statute of 

limitation; factors affecting recognition of the system were identified as "the decrease of general 

punishment sentiment / interest and the difficulty in proof" and "the punishment sentiment of 

victims / victims’familis and the improvement of investigative skills." Moreover, a path analysis 

showed that these two factors had a covariance relationship, and that the latter and age increased 

the awareness of the abolition of the statute of limitation. 
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