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Implementing International Exchange Program
for Japanese Junior High School Students and International University Students
with a Specific Focus on Marine Conservation

Ryo SAKURAI

Abstract

As globalization advances, there is an increasing need to address environmental issues such as climate change and
air pollution from an international perspective. In the field of coastal conservation, the concept of Satoumi, which
refers to “a coastal area where productivity and biodiversity have increased through human interaction,” has
recently attracted international attention. For instance, in Hinase Town, Bizen City, Okayama Prefecture, fishermen
have been engaged in conservation activities to restore eelgrass beds. Since the 2000s, Hinase Junior High School has
been working with local fishermen on marine conservation, and since 2016, the program has been incorporated into
the Period for Integrated Studies, in which students were required to learn about the local ocean for three years. At
the same time, as globalization advances, they were expected to communicate with foreigners and develop an
attitude of understanding different cultures. Therefore, I carried out a program in which international university
students visit this school and exchange with junior high school students and learn about the ocean together. The
main goals of this program were to encourage junior high school students to learn the international significance of
marine conservation and improve their communication skills by providing opportunities for them to interact with
multinational university students. It was also expected that university students who participated in the program
would learn about the environmental problems from local perspective and the significance of coexistence between
the environment and humans.

Participants in this international exchange program which was held on June 5, 2019 were eight international
university students that belonged to the author's seminar and 55 third-year students in Hinase Junior High School. In
the morning, each international university student introduced his or her own country in English with Japanese
interpretation. Then, several junior high school students made a presentation in English about marine conservation
that they had learned in school. After that, a group of one or two international students and about 10 junior high
school students held a group discussion on marine conservation and private matters such as their hobbies and
dreams for the future for about 40 minutes. In the afternoon, they got on fishermen's boats to collect eelgrass. After
the work, they returned to the junior high school, and international university students conveyed their words of

appreciation to junior high school students.
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After the program was over, each international student wrote a report on their activities. Many international

students were very impressed by their first experience to exchange with Japanese junior high school students and to

observe advanced conservation activities in coastal areas. Junior high school students also enjoyed interacting with

international students. On the other hand, there are some challenges in making this international exchange program

more meaningful and sustainable. The burden of teachers who need to prepare the program was huge. In fact, this

program was realized only with the support of English teachers and local volunteers. Fortunately, this program was

an invaluable experience for both international university students and junior high school students. It is necessary to

continue to discuss the significance and challenges of implementing this program in future studies.
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1 | What do you like best about this program and why?
2 | Has this program impacted your daily life and personal goals? How?
3 | Do you know the importance of eelgrass? What is it? Why is it important?
4 | What would you like to change/improve about the program?
5 | What do you think is the purpose of this kind of program/education?
BEEZNENSHEL-HENOEMER (714 Ah v vary 7 v—7CTRE2HH % 1E)
1 Do you want to come back and live in Hinase in the future?
What do you want to be in the future?
What did you know about the (marine) environment in Hinase before you started this program? How it
2 | changed after three years?
Has this program made you want to learn more about the environment/sea?
3 What can be further developed in Hinase? Especially in regards of ocean conservation? What do you think of
turning Satoumi program into some kind of tourist destination or event?
Have you ever been to urban areas? What are the differences between urban areas and Hinase?
4 | Do you have a strong communication with the elderly in your family such as your grandfather or
grandmother?
Do you know about other Satoumi program in Japan
5 | Do you think Satoumi exists only in Japan, or do similar areas (where coastal areas are sustainably used by
local residents) exist in other countries too?
6 | What is the advantage/merits of living in Hinase as a coastal area compared to living in cities?
7 What do you think pollutes the ocean the most?
What makes the Hinase ocean different from other oceans?
3 Did you know about eelgrass from a young age or did you learn about it in school?
What do you like about eelgrass?
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“After interviewing the students, I was able to
understand that this marine education program has
allowed them to love their society more; caring about
the ocean, community, and the overall environment.
The students were very excited to join this program
every year, especially on the oyster farming season as
many of them love oyster and enjoy the process.
Because of this program, they were also able to
understand the importance of ocean conservation;
specifically on eelgrass restoration. Allowing these
students to understand the importance, made them a
better thinker and doer on building a more sustainable
environment. With their understanding, in the future,
they want more people to experience this program as

they understand how much it has changed them
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positively. They believe, this program should always be
continued and promoted internationally. As Hinase has
amazing natural resources, such as oyster and the
ocean, the students believe that it could be a good
attraction for international and local tourist. With that
in mind, they also want more policies that will protect
the ocean, such as disallowing people to throw garbage

. » (1)
into the ocean.” '
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“All the answers I received were well thought out,
and I really felt that the students enjoyed the program.
For my individual questions, I was especially
interested in the fact that they said that they knew
nothing about the marine environment in Hinase
before starting the program. For me, this matters
because it proves what I'm trying to argue for in my
thesis, that education can foster environmental concern
as well as give knowledge that people would not

. . » (2
receive otherwise.” @
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“T was expecting that students would not like the

activities, because I did not like any of the school

activities in junior high school. However, they were
enjoying and learning from the program. I consider
environmental education helps people to care about

. » (3
natural environment. ®
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“Especially, when we asked them what they like
most about the program, some of them told us that
they really liked to plant the eelgrass seeds. They said
it was so because they got to see the results of this
plantation through the year, and it was satisfying for
them to see that their activity actually had an impact
on the environment. This was very impressive for me
to hear as I realized that the children actually thought
about the consequences of their actions, which speaks
a lot about the effectiveness of this program. Another
interesting answer that we received was that the
children understood the importance of eelgrass for the
sea, and they mentioned how it “cleans the sea and
protects the fish”. Of course, they did not use scientific
terms of biodiversity, but it is really essential how they
get the overall essence of the role of eelgrass for the
sea. They even said that the only thing they would like
to improve about the program was to teach the
importance of eelgrass to as many people as possible.

Finally, I realized that only 2 of the children from
our group knew about the term “Satoumi”, and the
others were hearing about it for the first time. I do not
think that this is in any way a problem though, since
they understand the significance of community-based
conservation programs, or the marine education
program that they are a part of, so the knowledge of
the exact term would not make a big difference in
their mindset. Moreover, they also stated that they
believe that such Satoumi initiatives should also exist
outside Japan, in all parts of the world, because the

coastal areas need to be protected, and I found that to
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be a quite valuable thought-process.” @
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“T believe that this collaboration was an invaluable
learning experience for me. Not only did I get to
participate in an activity that contributes towards a
healthier marine biodiversity, but I also had the
opportunity to witness the system of a Japanese junior
high school. I think that the latter was very important
too, because generally, as international students, we
tend to stay in our own spheres of other students in
our university, and don't realize that we are missing
out on experiencing the actual Japanese culture.
Moreover, in reference to the actual activity with
eelgrass, I believe that an increase in such
collaborations would help in spreading the message
and raising awareness about how important
community-based conservation programs are, and the
international students could even go back to their
countries and start advocating for similar programs in
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their countries as well.” ¢
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“Moreover, through the social perspective, it allows
the community to have a stronger relationship; cross
generation. In many big cities and community, having
a good relationship, especially across generation, is
very difficult to maintain. However, because this
program allows students to interact with fisherman,
not only they learn about ocean conservation, students
were also able to learn social skills that will be very
necessary for the future. It also allows the students to
have greater care for their community and push them
to want to improve Hinase even further.

The collaboration between international students
and Hinase Junior High school students has also been
beneficial for both parties. For us, the international
students, we got the chance to experience a unique
positive ocean conservation program that cannot be
found anywhere else. This would allow us to have a
greater understanding of the program and spread it
even further around the world. For the local students,
this opportunity has also allowed them to see the
world at a bigger picture. Experiencing close
interaction with international students will help them
to not only learn English but also the culture and
perspective of each nationality of the international

students.”
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“For the students, it could have been their first
exposure towards foreign students studying about
Japan. This is great exposure for them to ask about
and know about life outside of Japan and how it differs
from their culture. I hope that this has helped inspire

them to travel or maybe even study abroad.” @
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“Students in Hinase Junior High School are very
positive. They work very hard and not scared to make
mistakes. Their cheerfulness and friendliness make the
whole programs felt so much more fun and enjoyable.
These students were also very curious about new
things; they were not embarrassed to ask things they
never knew before. Moreover, the teachers were also
supportive of the students. Seeing the close
relationship that the students and teachers have is

very refreshing and enjoyable to be a part of.” ®
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“All kids in Hinase junior school were lovely and
active. It was surprising that all of them are positive in
communicating with us, and I enjoyed the group
discussion very well. An impressive thing was that
they keep the school clean everywhere, so it was

comfortable walking inside the campus.” ©
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