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“Japan” projected on the former Open Port Settlement in Korea:

between the city plan of the time and the modern tourism plan.
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Abstract

Upon the Korean port opening, foreign settlements were established (to
which extraterritorial rights applied). For this reason, European- and
American-style streets were originally planned. However, most of these
settlements ultimately fell under Japanese control. As they were settled, cities’
layouts transformed into Japanese-style plans. Additionally, facilities such as
shrines, temples, and red-light districts were established on the cities’ outer
fringes. There are many examples in Western colonies of city planning which is
ideally suited to specific cities. However, there were no significant differences
between Japan's colonial cities and its domestic ones.

In the immediate postcolonial era, the open port area received little
attention. However, since the beginning of the 21st century, tourism has
become increasingly popular. This is not due to historical education or dark
tourism. Instead, there has been a rising consciousness of the younger
generation’s demand for nostalgia, diversity, and modernity. Thus, the open

port’s historical significance is not its main role. Rather, content as an option.
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