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Awareness of Symbiosis with
Foreign National Residents in Local Communities:
A Questionnaire Survey in Kagawa Prefecture

Chiemi Fujiwara ™
Shin Matsuo ™ *
Abstract

Japan is experiencing a recent shift to a multicultural society in local communities along
with an increasing number of residents with foreign nationalities. Amid this phenomenon, a
major social issue has arisen of how to realize symbiotic relationships with foreign national
residents from different cultural backgrounds. The objective of this study is to reveal the
awareness of Japanese residents of symbiosis with foreign residents in local communities.
The author analyzed the answers of 204 respondents to a questionnaire survey conducted in
the Seisan Region in Kagawa Prefecture during the period August—October 2017 on the
awareness of symbiosis with foreign national residents in local communities.

The results revealed that about 70% of respondents recognized the increase in foreign
national residents, indicating limited contact between Japanese and foreign residents and
low participation of foreign residents in local communities. However, the results also
revealed that the awareness of respondents was not low for supportive measures for foreign
residents, including participation in volunteer activities and opportunities for foreign
residents to learn the Japanese language. Regarding the prospect of a further increase in
foreign national residents in local communities, however, 27% of the respondents showed
psychological resistance. Furthermore, on the acceptance of the customs of foreign residents
and their weakness in honorific language, the respondents showed a persistent tendency
toward normativism and assimilationism, exposing issues that remain to be solved before
the symbiotic coexistence of foreign residents and Japanese residents in local communities

can be realized.

Keywords:
foreign national residents, shift to a multicultural society, awareness of symbiosis, awareness

of the use of honorific language, Technical Internship Program
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