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Introduction

very happy tf) be In Japan, a hospitable country,
rich history and very Kind and welcoming people.
Iso happy to present this seminar at this

ous university of.

= Ritsumeika Asia pacific University —-Bipu- OITA

(41 APU”



| would like to say thank you to the APU,
the President, the board and the staff for
~ - giving me this opportunity to meet you and
‘ share my vision of the new world, and
are with you my experience as a
Muslim, Arab, African, Moroccan and a
woman, who works as a journalist that leads
a press and PR agency in Morocco, and who
tries to be an active citizen. I am in favor of
the reinforcement of the women’s capacities

In my country and my area of the world.



11 also be a great and rich experience for me,
sure that | “m going to learn more from you, and
very friendly people.



= In my country when we
speak about Japan, it’s

the place, which produces
digital cameras, robots,
processors and electronic

tools.
We also know Hiroshima as the place,

which suffered much inhumane cruelty because
of the atomic bomb.



ou think Arab world,



& wordtravels.com

would like you to know a little about Morocco.

‘What is its history, how its economy and what
is the place of women in society? It is these
uestions that this conference will attempt to
answer.



about Morocco without

ing it in its conte amely the Arab and

m world. The Arab world is going through
eriod of transformation towards democracy,
erefore the seminar will tackle the subject, by
stressiﬁg the stakes and the role of the media and

new media and the place of women in society.
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ordering the North Atlantic
iterranean Sea, between

en star



e is Arabic, but recently the

official language with



n is around the 30 million. Most



I religion is Islam, but
an important Jewish
“ommunity.
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sth century, the Sa
mad AL-MANSUR (1578-1603), repelled

invaders and inaugurated a golden age.

‘monarchy, particularly

ite dynasty, to which the current Moroccan
royal famﬂy belongs, established a sultanate in

‘Morocco beginning in the 17th century
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alf century o
ivalry among
an powers that g
0rocco's |
sovereignty steadily
diminish.




an MOHAMMED V, the current monarch's
andfather, organized the new state as a
constitutional monarchy and in 1957 assumed

the title of king.



)12, the French imposed a protectorate

1t the country.

= A protr'c led independence struggle with
France ended successfully in 1956.

The internationalized city of Tangier and
most Spanish possessions were turned

over to the new country that same year.



VIorocco annexed Sahara

~through marche verte” (green

walk), a peaceful and ingenious
idea by the king Hassan II. But the
final resolution on the status of the

territory remains unresolved



orms in the 1990s resulted
a bicameral legislature,
st metin 1997.
ing MOHAMMED VI - who in 1999

d his father the King Hassan II to the

hrone, human rights have improved.



urs by plane from most

3 in Europe.
s of the economy are agriculture, light

ma acturing, tourism, and remittances.
@ Morocco is also the world's largest exporter of
phosphate, which has long provided a source of export

earnings and economic stability.



ke %‘o 'M Economic policies pursued
— . ___- ﬁ L; ~ since 2003 by
" ‘*H{T“m?* King MOHAMMED VI

% have brought macroeconomic
stability to the country
with generally low inflation,
Improved financial
performance, and steady
progress in developing the

service and industrial sectors.
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tion Agreement with the EU.



RN RPN

Initiative Nationale pour le Développement Humain

g MOHAMMED VI in 2005 launched a
ional Initiative for Human Development, a $2
10N program aimed at alleviating poverty and
underdevelopment by expanding electricity to

rural areas and replacing urban slums with public

and subsidized housing, among other policies.



and budget deficits widened in

nd redu ernment spending and

ng to sluggish economic growth in

e are big challenges of 2011.



orocco's long-term challenges
include improving education and job
prospects for young Moroccans,
closing the disparity in wealth
between the rich and the poor,
confronting corruption, and
expanding and diversifying exports
beyond phosphates and low-value-

added products.
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“20th February”.

__ e response to most of the protests was
subdued compared to the violence elsewhere in
the region.
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‘ uly 2011, overwhelmingly approved

v constitution.



s Democracv

| transition towards

vorld, because is i
¢ and social political democracy. The

, which have shaken the Arab world since
s that took place in Tunisia of January
2011, are actually the subject of various and

different analysis;



Le TEMPS du
printemps ‘

arabe

_ﬂv_l

these revolts caused immense

Over all, how

rprises.

e path of democracy of the Arab people was

nexpected by many European and American

tries because it seemed impossible.

= The Arab world appeared, indeed, “an exception” in
the middle of the democratic transitions which Europe,
Latin America, Africa and Asia had already

experienced.



- PALESTINE. They don’t support the Gaza strip

“blockade any more.



ich shook the Arab world caused

DT1SE

understand intelle y and politically such

2

been thought that the Arab world would keep

1 democratic movements?

"Why the w stern world doesn’t understand, that the Arab

K

en and women could also decide on their history?



 from Morocco to the countries of the Gulf.



focus only on the Arab revolutions; I

rtunity in the future.

because in one way or another it

d or will touch all ntries in the Arab world. It

at I would not return in the details, and to explaining
icity like Morocco with its safety and royal

ion, by changing the constitution, or Bahrain and
What going on, Libya or Syria, however, now I would like

to discuss the role of women in this revolution.



 women in the actual
context

e -

Jnle _ oe the first / -
20ple to guarantee the continuation of this
olutionary process.

> true transformation will be done thanks to
freedom of women or will not be done.

time warnings, like stakes of civilization
are considered as simple variables of
adjustment, they should not leave the road of
their stamping any more



only in terms of subjected victims,
nt passive of their destiny. And I prefer not
to discuss many the other degrading stereotypes

which often qualified them



ow on is turned, and this

to us, we must pass it to our
n and other n in societies.

ization has enabled us, thanks to multi-

0 organize the first ultramodern revolution
e place.

Western political leaders dreamed of this, the Arab

people did it.



vith the whole world, during this

history of the Arab nations, must

while controlling eeling incipient from
ehensible paranoia lasting these periods.
omen are less inclined there, who know humbly

‘ at we all have each other and that the life is an

eternal exercise of mutual aid.



orld will believe that
the new century
And the new century will be
aps written with and by the

rab women.



contentious issues within Islam
“women In society.

western word ¢

lifies the problem and
it a means of pressui‘e and fear for the
s and the populations.
owever, Turkey gives us a good example where
Islam can generate a democratic and economically

~ developed society.



- il

Ich do not represent the majority,

Ing of Islamic texts to justify

ility, legal rights and access

ublic sphere, including health care, education

workplace.

jority of Muslims, on the other hand, find plenty
within the holy Qur'an to support a full role and equal

rights for women



en are transforming the Middle East by hope and

by pushing for change.



ew feminist discourse across the

ether to push for a more
ve Islamic discourse to promote gender equality in

g movement of Islamic feminism.



y Is there a need for Islamic feminism -
n't secular femini | ‘,;-gufficient to push for women's rights?
ll, the most conservative countries of the Middle East do
_' ave, nor will they In the near future, secular systems.
nd the world today, we see more and more examples of
L people using Islamic arguments to overturn repressive laws

and to push for a fuller role for women in society.



abia, arguably "ground zero" for

Interpretations that restrict

n's rights, there i / an active public debate
ether Islam requires the gender segregation

at defines life in the Kingdom today.



ernment cleric suggested on
he mixing of the sexes at the

opéned King:Ab

1 University for Science

hnology is against Islam, King Abdullah fired

. we will be naive to think that this process of
- change will proceed quickly, or will not suffer from

setbacks.



IS happening - driven by
igeous Mu women and men who
“hting back againét narrow, restrictive
retations of their religion that prevent

“a full role for women in society.



to Afghanistan, Islamic

These efforts are part of
der reform movement within Islam, and
t the promise of a more stable and

us Middle East.



oroccan case

y of the political, economic, social and
n in Morocco shows a mixed

In the region.

en in Morocco have “'ade tremendous progress in
‘ Ing and upholding their rights.

nen are at the forefront of the Arab world in terms

of individual rights and gender equality, and constitute

models for other Arab women to follow.



S may be drawn from the Inspiring
Morocco.

n in these cou 1ust walit for a secular
orove their status, they will be waiting a

eed.

Im ne Women’s 1ssue, the Moroccan women’s

- new early how the deal with Islamic and secular system.



gns In recent years have seen a blended

ich between secular and Islamic feminism.



the family code (Mudawana) in

ars, women acti argely secular) tried to
many of the discriminatory aspects of

co's family code.

they protested the code, they were labelled as

kafirs (unbelievers), and attacked as being anti-Islamic..



roject for the reform was based on
International conventions without

the clash with the conservatives, they change
actic. Undeterred, they launched a formal
Ign to reform the “Moudawana”.

= To showcase the authenticity of to their efforts, they
~ collected signatures from ordinary Moroccans.




they turned tactically to Islam to
Ing closely with reform-

d clerics to sho eir supporters and

like that Islam supports the equality of men
men.

The signature campaign was a huge success.



omen’s groups
one million
‘signatures from
“Moroccans over the

‘ country.



)0ts support and backing from the King

~ = The idea of the man as the head of the family does not
exist anymore in the new “Moudawana”.



joint responsibility of both spouses.

Ing her husband is abandoned, and

nishment and PO les which were seen as basic
‘the husband were made conditional on judgement,
makes it difficult in practical sense.

vancements are very important in Morocco, where
the King IS “Amir al mouminine” (the head of believers), and

In some sense the representative of the prophet.



en's groups across the Middle East have
spired and mobilized by the success of
can women, organizing similar

camj igns in their countries.



ble spin-off effort is the One
Campaign in Iran, modelled
fort in Morocco.

ents. Today, senior Iranian clerics, like
Ayatollah Saanei, support the women's
ents for reform on religious grounds.



axperiment of the Moroccan
1n in the field of justice

the first Arab country to have

omen responsibility within
Ry SV

occo opened the way of the magistracy to

on since 1961, account 643 magistrates,

al women currently occupy of the

rtant position in the national legal system.




ale judge in charge of the
ze court in Casablanca was in

38, the first women became President of
minal court and the Supreme Court, and
onstitutional Council.

‘@ The first magistrate to the exceptional rank was
in 1995.



nen in the Economic sector

gaged in an economic and social development
hallenge. That why need to mobilize all
ts. On a major resource which

lize an inexhaustible richness: its women and its men.
roccans Women are ever more present in the economic

y usually took part in the economic support of their family

and of their community is by their formal, or informal work

mainly the domestic work of production (carpet, clothing, potteries,

etc), or the agricultural work.



they have been increasingly numerous to

develop an economic activity.

ing of the com the women is increasingly
t this possibility causes changes qualitative in the

/hich the women maintain with their society.



enge between its professional life
Several of its choices are guided
mpany and the type of
mpany places at Its

|. So the women don’t have the same

as the men.



ed to the reproduction remains their
and represents an important

Ir availability. Also, the
1zation of the girls does not contribute to develop
trust on their capacities, their management of the

d their taste of the innovation: aptitudes however
necessary at any individual who wishes to develop and

manage his own company.



certain socio cultural constraints
entrepreneurial, but the

| e men are mainly at the
ness men of Morocco, this inequality can

quantity and sufficient quality resources to
cross a whole series of obstacles.



are fewer than the men with
nd, it is undoubtedly that the

male counterparts; the first factors would
> more slightly and the seconds more
ngly. Which is the portrait of the women
who creating or in managing an autonomous
company?



1an entrepreneur in
Morocco
"OpPposed to what one can

proportion masks the reality of female
preneurial dynamics, mainly because of



he definition of the female

epends largely on the

sectors and economic

. e women invest them. We
ider only the companies of the formal

or, which limits considerably the number of
16 women who can be considered as
entrepreneurs since a great majority of them
are present in the abstract sector and carry out
activities in residence.



encouragement of the

in Morocco lies within the

of promotion and

ation of the woman in

ragement starts to have its fruits, since
otes a remarkable evolution of the women
reneurs who appears on the level of their
contribution to the economic development.



f industry Manpower
ercentage

- e and distribution 31%
es 3%, Others 8%



/Laayoune
Tétouan 6%



2 women contractors
n Morocco
The age

the contractors ranges



‘he obstacles to which the
Nomen contractors face

entrepreneurs have many obstacles.
ve can quote systemic

\inatio ent in their condition of
nan, a difficult access to the financing and
credits far from advantageous, the
pility of these women is often put at the
utside their company at the time of the
ons with institutions or some partners.

relat






‘occan women artisan
network,

Réfam Dar MAALMA.



-————F
I 5 R = :
5 ‘ - T
& |'1
. 4 4 ;
2
il Y Y

IS Interesting , because its involve hand

1 IVlorocco.

fam Dar maalma accc Int more than 600 women
s, the idea of its creation is the emanation of a
; delkrim AOUAD, a dynamic actor of civilian
hich worked a long time on the mainstreaming
as a consultant attached to the EU and as observer on

popular arts and the craft industry at international.



ont whose value resides near these
pccan women, who

)0C to develop economically, it is
lly necessary to reinforce their competence,
orove their product through the design,
y and the innovation.




er the effective presidency of

 Pr ‘Meryem; it includes almost

f the trades of the Moroccan craft industry. The
surrently generates an average income by

4000 DH, legal low salary is around 1700.
are an international women handcraft

In October 2011
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a and New Media

uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt
pressure on many Arab media

o of fluctuation, which can cause
fusion and a lack of information
accountability.



esting field is the revolutionary
eration with the New Media and

nal

ch attention has bee paid to the crucial role played
ew media in promoting and enabling the revolutions
are sweeping across the Arab world.

ed, under authoritarian regimes that strictly

lled the content of their state-sponsored media
outlets, Facebook and Twitter undoubtedly have filled
the gap In Information by facilitating citizen
communication with each other and with the outside
world.




s points to an emerging trend
edia for more freedom of

re living in the e of the revolution,

‘s very chaotic, and very disorganized, in

all media outlets, be it newspapers,

1sion, or social media, are saying whatever
ke, and criticizing whomever they please,
which can be very overwhelming.



] journalists praise new media for
tlet and source for information

tories themselves for fear of being arrested by
overnment.

Jazeera, the most popular Arab Chanel, relayed by
other TV Channels, depend on media such as
Facebook, YouTube and Twitter for their content.



f journali:
a, and Syria,
ed and arrested members of the press,
inary Egyptians, Syrians, Libyans took
n themselves to provide the world with

e and photographs of the uprising.




no correspondents in Tunisia at
rising, so they had to rely on
thousands of citizens.
ation of new (web-

) and traditional media, constitutes the
ason behind the Arab revolutions, as
enerate a shared sense of community,
and openness among Arabs.



d new media alike have been critical
m barriers of communication and
oss the region.

| Ithe new-era media or the traditional ones,
carries beyond borders and beyond national
ties is media.

act that the revolution was not only being
evised but also played-out live and interactively
in Arab media enabled the revolution to evolve
beyond communities to an international stage.



Morocco Case

joys a moderately free press, but
occasionally takes action

ho report on three broad

0 be taboo: the monarchy,
_and the status of the Moroccan Sahara.

mass media include the newspaper, radio
TV channels.

independent press enterprises have
private radio with special authorization.

'@ But we still have three public TV channels,
none of which are from the private sector.



cedom in the media can now be

| thmg happens on Facebook, if you're a
alist and you wanted to cover the protests

Facebook pages. Don’t waste your time
elsewhere.



the nature of those
e 23Ir legal Status and
freedom Of expression,
st adapt in order to be in
. new context of the Arab
— world, Morocco included.



