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On behalf of Ritsumeikan, I would like to extend my sincere
appreciation to all who have gathered not only from within
Japan but from all around the world on this ceremonious
occasion of the 130th anniversary of the founding of
Ritsumeikan, the 100th anniversary of Ritsumeikan
University and the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University.

The Ritsumeikan Academy began 130 years ago with the
inspiration of Prince Kinmochi Saionji who founded a private
academy called "Ritsumeikan". Thirty years later, Kojuro
Nakagawa founded Kyoto Hosei Gakko (later to become
Ritsumeikan University) embracing the name and Prince
Saionji's philosophy of liberalism and internationalism.

Looking back on history, the path of development for
Ritsumeikan has never been an easy one. Although we have
encountered various hard times, we the students, faculty and
staff have all united to improve and promote Ritsumeikan.
The result of this cooperative effort over the years has been
the creation of a series of long-term plans, the first of which
began with the establishment of the Colleges of Business
Administration and Social Sciences in the 1960s. The second
long-term plan unified these colleges into one campus at
Kinugasa, Kyoto. The establishment of the Information
Department of Computer Science, the College of
International Relations, and finally the conversion of
Ritsumeikan Junior and Senior High School to a co-
educational system and relocation to Fukakusa, Kyoto was
realized in the third long-term plan. The fourth long-term
plan incorporated the reorganization and expansion of the
College of Science and Engineering at the new Biwako-
Kusatsu Campus, established in cooperation with Shiga
Prefecture and Kusatsu City, and the addition of the College
of Policy Science at Kinugasa Campus. Lastly, Ritsumeikan
Uji High School and Ritsumeikan Keisho High School were
incorporated into the Academy.

At present, we are in the process of the fifth long-term plan
in which we have completed relocating the Colleges of
Economics and Business Administration to Biwako-Kusatsu
Campus, and of most significance, the opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, the core project of this
plan. As with previous projects our success is the direct
result of generous support from various social and economic
sectors. Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University would not have
been possible without the faithful support from Oita
Prefecture and Beppu City as well as kindhearted guidance
by the members of the Advisory Committee and generous
cooperation from the business sector.

In the dawn of the twenty-first century, Ritsumeikan must
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make great strides in keeping with its history and tradition.
We, the members of Ritsumeikan are thankful to our
predecessors for their achievement and resolve to further
our devotion and effort in taking over the legacy to create an
academy which will be able to truly reply to the needs of
society.

To everyone here today, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation for your presence and ask for your continued
support and cooperation.



seeis - 28 R B
NAGATA TOYO Oml, President, Ritsumeikan

AH. Z I AaEERIA 1304F - S2H
B57. 100 JE4E 7 & LAl 7 ¥ 7 KF
HERFRFORRSNMIZH2) . BENIX
Xy, HREHPSTLHITH A
b FEET, PHEROTHEELHY.
ZRERELTOLLEHHLDITE T,

ETARHIZ, Phbhitt o T EOEVOHTHY
To T EDVEDIETOPERMEILI0FELMZHZET
HHFET,

REZZDORRZ LVEERET LU NRNT Y X MBUAK
THY, EBATHD > -HRETFAZORA [l 12
HoTBY), ROMEETHY)POEDEROLLIIH -
72N TERIC L 5T RIBBEADTFEDIZDODEFL L
T, 19004F 5 H 19 HICFER O HIZ 3857 & M7z TER L BUR R
BEDWHENTHD 7

REQFAFERFALITI2F DE ST/ ITEEL, £
DOEXFEHED T 7 7 — VB, I—74 L, BERD)
Ab, BOTFTVAEMELRLZ LYY —DRBKRERE
B, DUTHISTIED/NY - I 22—V OHEHEEHD
H72DIZLT, HLOERO [JRE] & BREZFOE W
MERBIZL o2 EHBAATREL T Lz, RERIE
[REEHHAHE] 20 EHREES YY) — FL, HAEE
# EBRFEROBEMEZFRL 223 IAMGATHE
T FINFERIZ Z ORZE 0 B L A% AEOBESH A
ELTRIFME, FAEosH,. KEROMERELEREM %
b & 35 BREOBRHRM AANFBROMBSRED b LR
ERELIDTY.

FhwWwz, WE—oDbNbhOENIX, FHRERFAED
A Z 1004120725 TkA & 321 T & 72KF08, A%
AR — & L AR DORB T % Hi 3 5 20 bl 2 5 21 ffd~
O ORI, SENZT VT REEERTLET RO
EEDEFEFEDOLD, bAEEYOAREER K, LafE T
VT KPFERFPEEROEFRFOTTREDO S &, T ZITH
BETHTENTERLZETHY £7,

HLEFSFETHRL, SH, RBELBEBIMICBITS
BRNGEMETOKR., Frigs/u—N"sfE€—a UP»
ABIERL., HRRHARS LD ODOHD ET, 2Dk
P THER D EBER IR EZED A & Hul & 5 20 b ATl
BLEATEIRRGNIIRECEL EHOTWE T, £ L T201h4
BT HEAZRFEORMNILRE OAEM T 2EFREIC
. b iReHERiE, BFEOEXSH, BELE2L L. Wiz
Bl r)o0h52 kid,. WERHOBIZHHLNIA

On behalf of Ritsumeikan, on this ceremonious occasion of the
130th Anniversary of its founding, the 100th Anniversary of
the founding of Ritsumeikan University, and the opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, I would like to express
my sincere appreciation to all who have gathered here not
only from within Japan but from all around the world.

Ours originated as a private academy called Ritsumeikan,
which was founded by Prince Kinmochi Saionji, a
cosmopolitan and eminent liberal statesman. QOur present
academy was established under the name Kyoto Hosei
Gakko in Kyoto on the 19th of May, 1900, by Nakagawa
Kojuro, who had been mentored by Prince Saionji and
served as his secretary, and was an evening law school for
promising youth.

Prince Saionji went to Paris to study at the age of twenty-
two. While there he associated with the Goncourt brothers
and Theophile Gautier, famous men of letters, the composer
Franz Liszt, and Georges Clemenceau, who later became
prime minister of France. More than anything else, it was
the witnessing of the birth of a new epoch in the form of the
Commune de Paris in 1871 that was deeply impressed upon
the young prince's mind and body before his return to Japan.
It is well known that after his return Prince Saionji played a
leadership role in the Freedom and Popular Rights
Movement through his work on the Oriental Freedom
Newspaper and that he emphasized the importance of
globalization and internationalism. With Prince Saionji's
ideology and philosophy as the founding spirit, Kojuro
Nakagawa founded our academy with financial support from
businessman members of the Kaimei Faction in Osaka, which
was headed by Kichizaemon Sumitomo, Kinmochi's brother.

Therefore, it is a moment of particular happiness for all of us
at Ritsumeikan, which has continued the philosophy of Prince
Kinmochi Saionji for more than 100 years, to open
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan's first truly
international university, a university for promising youth
from Asia and the rest of the world. Here at the turning
point between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, with
the support of many people from various fields, we raise the
curtain on a new, borderless age.

Needless to say, as a result of amazing technical innovations
in transportation and communication systems, globalization
has made rapid progress and the world continues to get
smaller day by day. These developments have in turn
caused an upheaval in accepted twentieth-century values and
patterns of behavior, which only attached importance to
borders and narrow national interests. Today, everyone is
aware that from the perspective of resources as well as that
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of the environment, the earth is unable to sustain the
continued whirlwind-like quantitative expansion typified by
economic development in the twentieth century. Also, we
have come to recognize that we all share anxiety and unrest
over the self-serving principles of economic competition.

If the twentieth century was a time of liberalism centered on
the individual, the twenty-first century will most likely be a
time of coexistence produced by mutual tolerance and
understanding of our diverse values and cultures. What I
mean exactly by an age of coexistence is a time where we
seek to discover how our diversities can be transformed into
resources that more greatly benefit human society. And we
should assume the presence of conflict, difference, and
diversity in the world as we strive to bring about that end.

We must go beyond the various bipolarizations of the world,
whether it be between Oriental and Occidental, what
Rudyard Kipling long ago expressed as "East is East and
West is West," or that between developing countries and
those that are highly advanced. Instead we must create a
new world order that guarantees sustainable development
under conditions of mutual existence and cooperation.

In response to the demands of the new age, the twenty-first
century, it is our aim to provide youth from the Asia Pacific
region as well as the rest of the world with an arena in
which to train their intelligence and develop methodologies
as they search for the values and manners proper to mutual
coexistence.

The necessity of a university such as this has been
recognized by many in various places and has been spoken
of as their dream. But it is here in Beppu, Oita, that with the
support and cooperation of many people this dream has been
realized. And it is immeasurably significant that this
concrete embodiment of the dream has been created by a
private educational institution in cooperation with the
prefectural and city governments and forward-looking
economic, political, and administrative leaders.

Also, T would like to emphasize the significance of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University's being opened here in
Oita, and not in Tokyo or Kyoto. Although it may seem to
be distant from Tokyo, the nation's capital, this location has
been historically significant for its being Japan's closest point
to the rest of Asia. And from the geopolitical point of view
as well, Kyushu is a crucially important region.

In addition, we have high expectations for the experiment
that this Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University represents, that
it will prove an opportunity to move away from Japan's
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traditional policy of higher education, and move toward a
more flexible and dynamic one that relies upon the energy of
its more liberal and diversified citizenry.

As T stated at the outset, the significance of the opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University is not only that it makes
the 100th anniversary of the founding of Ritsumeikan, but
that it is bound up deeply in Japan's higher educational
policy for the twenty-first century. And I firmly believe that
it might well have a long-term impact also on our relations
with the world.

Here on this occasion of the realization of this project that is
filled with dreams and future possibilities I would like to
express my deepest appreciation to Governor Morihiko
Hiramatsu of Oita Prefecture and Mayor Nobuyuki Inoue of
Beppu City for their bold decisions and unstinting
cooperation, and to all the members of the Advisory
Committee led by Mr. Gaishi Hiraiwa, Emeritus Chairman of
the Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren), and
Mr. Hirotaro Higuchi, Honorary Chairman of Asahi
Breweries as well, thank you for your tremendous efforts.
I also would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
Ministry of Education for their invaluable assistance through
the process of accreditation of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University.

And to everyone here today celebrating this momentous
occasion, thank you for your support, a support that I hope
will continue in the future as well.
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Today, we are honored and pleasured with the presence of
our guests, many who hold very important posts both from
within and outside of Japan, who have made time despite
their busy schedules. Please allow me to express my heartfelt
gratitude for your participation on this occasion of the
commemorative ceremonies for the 130th Anniversary of the
Founding of the Ritsumeikan Academy, the 100th
Anniversary of the Foundation of Ritsumeikan Trust, and
the Opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Upon concluding the reception, let me say a few words as
the representative of the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University.

The Ritsumeikan Trust believes that the Asia Pacific region
will play a very important role in the upcoming 21st century.
Therefore as a higher educational institution, we have
continued to make serious considerations for creative
contributions for the new era. We have been envisaging the
establishment of a university that will be a location where
young talents from the Asia Pacific and those young people
interested in the region will get together to study. We hope
that from among them, we would nurture future leaders for
the 21st century.

During this process, we proposed one of the advanced
models of Japanese universities knowing that Japan is being
faced with the issue of internationalization of its universities.
Such considerations of the Ritsumeikan Trust came into
fruition in the form of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific university
becoming a reality.

We are very appreciative of the understanding, support and
cooperation that we have been honored by not only our
distinguished guests who are present here for today's
commemorative celebrations but also the many others both
from Japan and worldwide. Thanks to the support extended
both socially and globally, the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University was opened as originally planned. On behalf of
Ritsumeikan Trust and Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University,
T would like to once again extend my deepest gratitude to all
of you extraordinary people who supported and cooperated
in the opening of the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

The one most outstanding feature of APU is that half of the
student body is comprised of international students who
come from approximately 50 countries and regions around
the world, thus creating a multicultural location. Farthermore
half of the faculty members have gathered from the globe. It
therefore makes this campus an environment that is a
prerequisite for nurturing young international talents, whom
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will become leaders in the 21st century.

Diverse cultural exchange has been fundamental in creating
new cultures, new civilizations and creative human resources
that have contributed to the progress and advancement of
human beings through the many experiences in its long
history.

From the campus of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University,
where diverse cultural exchange will be literally taking place,
we firmly believe that new cultures, new civilizations and
creative human resources to enhance the 21st century will
be brought forth. This is also the expectation of the many
people in the world who have supported us in the founding
and establishment of this university.

I pledge that the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University and all
related persons will further concentrate all efforts in setting
foot the foundations already laid down for this new
international university.

To all the wonderful people who supported us in the
establishment of APU, may we kindly look forward to your
continuous, unchanged, advice, support, and cooperation for
the progress and development of the university.

Although simple it is, this is my speech for the closing of the
reception.

Thank you very much.



%Rﬁﬁ

Congratulatory Speeches

EREaEBERERIEEE Y g VT F —
John Ruggie, Assistant Secretary-General, United Nations

2R, REOBK LT, JHFEORE
Fko

AL, BT, HERZLTIRTOT
VT KFEHIBOGEEIC L > THIEFIC
EBRoOEKRE O o MITBWT, O
T4 - THVEBRESEBERENOORDBELLIRE L
MEBLEZITERGFCBRILZELET,

AH, BRGFIZZ2o0I R ICEE LR ER T R B
LTWBbIFTHY T, bbb, FEICBIT S 1304FEH]
DOWRETFALEM X BITHGHEOAIRTH ). 100E/ DO FFT
BT AIGEFRERORNTHY, FL T, BEHFLE
BIADO DD E DO T LRATH HIUMET VTR
PHERZORRNN RS TH) £5,

ZOXWED, NafEid. HERDEERIZBWT—20D5%
DENGERHAEZELZLTETVWREV)ZENTETT,
Thbb, HHOBZIREL-REER, @0k 2—
7#74—\%Lf$ﬂ WK SNEREFNTT, F0
LG BOREMGOBERICBWT, TAEFAE. BHERE

[EIRSF 3% & %Fﬁfﬁéh\ NS OESRN 2 FBOFE % K
WFE Lo KFE LT, vayfEid, MiRICd b2 HA
DFEEDIO, BECE L -HBNREBEORIZENSL D
JFEHAARBLTEE L

7> vEBERE. AH, A ZITHE LT, Ifm ﬁﬁ

DBFRIZBITZSE ST REREEET 5 LA 4
CIZBWTERTPIOMD 9 & LTWw A/ oﬁ
LTHEBETRHEZERIIBIEZTLLHIC. LHLT
BYFET, UmET7T VT REFERFIEL. BEWIZOWT
Tz, HADOZOMERBIRIZBOTEITN TV E90E
BVOEFIZOWTIICERZ LIS T, B4 AL
BETLRETT, BEQLHIIZTZa—nNY ¥ [ ¥ g V8
EATL, &R Z2ECTHAO 2 WHEREPLETH 5
RELICBWT, BRFIE X 0 K& A A AR - BER ICE B
LTWBEDTHY, FhiZLoTIFHBOHNZERT
LAV T L ENTELNEIPDRRESLD
DEDTY,

SAERT VT K TFHERFORSIE, BRI HFRIZB T
B2 L TCVWAEELY)—F =Yy 7ORE 2 KT 550
THY, TREVFSTIY XL (EHMER) &>FH
L. HROBRELEH bOTH Y. FRAMFEICL > TH
BRI - ENI S R RIS A DI T o TWADTY, 2
D & 9 % HARDOEE D D il & LT L5 ERETH
D, TLEEEERECHFICLI>TTHEDTT,

Mr. President, Honored Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I bring you the warmest greetings and congratulations of
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, on this very special occasion
for Beppu, for Japan —and for all of Asia and the Pacific.

Today you are celebrating three magnificent accomplishments
at once: the founding of the Ritsumeikan Trust by Prince
Kinmochi Saionji, in Kyoto 130 ago; the opening in the same
city of Ritsumeikan Academy 100 years ago; and the official
commencement today of an extraordinary new venture in
higher education and international understanding, the
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

From its beginning, Ritsumeikan has occupied a treasured
place in Japanese history: a voice of democratization, rooted
in a philosophy of freedom, common humanity and peace. In
his distinguished political life, Prince Saionji endorsed
liberalism and internationalism and sought to advance these
progressive principles. As a University, Ritsumeikan has
translated them into a highly successful educational
experience for successive generations of Japanese students.

The Secretary-General has asked me to join you here today
not only to applaud your past accomplishments, but also to
express admiration and support for the new mission on
which you embark today. The Asia Pacific University is
teaching different peoples about one another, and about the
shared lives they lead on our small planet, by having them
learn together. In this era of globalization, of unprecedented
interdependence throughout the world, you are contributing
to greater mutual understanding and respect, on which
humanity's ability to work together in the pursuit of common
aims depends.

The creation of the Asia Pacific University reflects the
important leadership role that Japan is playing in the world
—in support of multilateralism, in the fight against world
poverty, and to help resolve disputes among and within
countries by peaceful means. Nowhere is that role
appreciated more than in the United Nations, and by no one
more than the Secretary-General.

To all our young friends here today I say that many of these
challenges remain to be met—and new ones seem to
emerge daily. While you and I —along with most other
citizens of the industrialized countries—enjoy unprecedented
wealth, half of our brothers and sisters in the developing
world struggle to survive on about 400 Yen a day —and 1.2
billion of them on less than 200 Yen a day! One fifth of all
humanity lacks access to safe drinking water. Wars still
ravage far too many poor countries. In Sub-Saharan Africa
the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS is reversing a whole
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generation's worth of gains in health and life expectancy—
and the epidemic is spreading widely in other parts of the
world as well. And while we speak, correctly, of the forces of
globalization and the revolution in information technology
transforming the world, we must remember that Tokyo
alone has more telephones than all of Africa south of the
Sahara, and the United States has more computers than the
rest of the world combined.

I ask you to dedicate yourselves today to make a difference
tomorrow. As students of an international university you
know better than anyone that we are all members of one
human family, whatever our other differences may be. We
look to you to lead the way toward a world where
globalization provides benefits, not just for some, but for all;
where peace and security hold, not only for a few, but for the
many, where opportunities exist, not merely for the
privileged, but for every human being, everywhere.

Those are the values for which the United Nations stands,
and those are the values for which the Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University stands. Let us work together to make
them a reality.

Once again, congratulations and the very best wishes.
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It is my great honor to address you today on this occasion of the
mauguration of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Ritsumeikan was first established as a private school by Prince
Kinmochi Saionji under the spirit of "freedom and purity".
Inheriting the name and the founding spirit of Ritsumeikan,
Kojiro Nakagawa later founded "Kyoto Hosei Gakko" in the
year Meiji 33(1900). Since then, Ritsumeikan has successfully with
all the changes over the generations from the Meiji, Taisho,
Showa to Heisei era; and has continued to educate and send
out a large number of competent professionals to the world.

When over-viewing the global society of the 21st century,
factors such as the peaceful and sustainable development of the
Asia Pacific region, and the coexistence of humanity, nature
and a large number of diverse cultures become very essential

This newly established Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
has two main colleges ie. the College of Asia Pacific Studies
and the College of Asia Pacific Management, comprising of a
student body in which 50 percent are international students
from over 50 different countries around the world. Through
a unique system of education entailing academic and cultural
interchange between its international students and Japanese
students, as well as the joint usage of both Japanese and
English as the mediums of instruction; Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University is aiming strongly to achieve the "wisdom"
required in linking both Japan and the Asia Pacific as well as
the Asia Pacific and the world.

This approach to have a series of university reforms is
significantly important. Moreover, this project is a truly
opportune and timely event, giving rise to a lot of high
expectations from all directions.

I have great hopes that Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University will
endeavor to accomplish its principles of "“freedom, peace and
humanism'", "nternational mutual understanding”, and the "future
development of the Asia Pacific’; as well as grow to become a

university that contributes positively to the international society.

On a final note, I would like to offer my respects to the
Chairman and President as well as to all related parties for
their efforts leading to the successful establishment of this
university. 1 would like to also express my deep appreciation
for the kind assistance and contribution given by Oita
Prefecture and the city of Beppu towards this project. It is
my sincere and heartfelt wish that you continue to work
together towards creating a bright and successful future for
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Thank youl
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I wish to congratulate you on the occasion of the 130th
Anniversary of the Founding of the Ritsumeikan Academy,
100th Anniversary of the Foundation of Ritsumeikan Trust,
and the Opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Despite the very short period of four and a half years since
the public announcement for the establishment of the
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University in September 1995, the
university was opened this spring as originally planned.

I wish to pay my sincere respects and gratitude to the
Ritsumeikan Trust, the Advisory Committee Members and
everyone who have put together ceaseless efforts to support
and cooperate in making this a reality.

By the way, the coming 21st century is said to be the Asian
Age. Oita Prefecture has been actively promoting such
regional exchange with many areas in Asia through the "One
Village, One Product Movement" for exchange know-how in
regional building by the convocation of the Asia Kyushu
Regional Summit and the joint sponsorship of 2002 FIFA
World Cup Korea/Japan Soccer Games.

The Opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
coincides with the matching of Oita Prefecture's objective of
"symbiosis with Asia" and Ritsumeikan Trust's objective of
"nurturing international human resources" whom will be
future leaders of the Asia Pacific. We hope that this
university will be the first in nurturing such young talents
for the Asia Pacific.

Regarding the fields of international and tourist exchanges,
where the expectations are focussed, I firmly trust and
believe that the university will contribute to the vitalization
of not only Beppu City but also Oita Prefecture as a whole.

Oita Prefecture pledges to continue to extend its support and
cooperation in reply to all of you at the Ritsumeikan Trust
who are focussing all efforts into building a university that
will be loved by the local community.

To the students, we would like them all to create good
memories of Oita, which we hope will be their second home
away from home.
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On behalf of the 130,000 Beppu citizens, I wish to say a few
congratulatory words. My hearty congratulations to the
Ritsumeikan Trust and concerned parties, distinguished
guests on the occasion of the 130th Anniversary of the
Founding of the Ritsumeikan Academy, 100th Anniversary
of the Foundation of Ritsumeikan Trust, and the Opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Allow me to take this opportunity to express my deepest
appreciation for the honor of hosting the century's
celebrations in our Beppu City. I would also like to extend
my heartfelt gratitude to Chairman KAWAMOTO and his
Ritsumeikan Trust officials, the Japanese Ministry of
Education, the APU Advisory Committee members, and
Governor HIRAMATSU for putting together their precious
efforts towards the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University (APU), a truly international university that has no
precedent.

Thanks to the opening of APU, Beppu City has moved
strongly forward with one of its important municipal
administration pillars of internationalization' in the upcoming
21st century that is said to be "the Asian Era".

On April 3, T was invited and given the honor to deliver a
speech on the occasion of the first entrance ceremony of
APU. There in the beautiful campus, I had the chance to
come in contact with the young international students
gathered there who had bright and cheerful futures and
were filled with hope. I was deeply moved and felt that this
was a symbol of the coming of a new age for Beppu.

I very much like these words that President Kennedy said, "
There are few earthly things that are more beautiful than a
university.' I have never really felt and understood the
meanings of these words more than at that time. The
beautiful school building Ritsumeikan was born from such
strong and robust traditions, which are a result of the 21st
century ideals of 'international contribution’. I am once again
touched with the feeling that your Ritsumeikan Trust has
been a long time higher educational institution, because of
these excellent traditions and philosophies.

With your founding father, SAIONJI Kinmochi, who was an
excellent cultured man and great politician to look up to in
the recent modern history of Japan, Ritsumeikan philosophy
has bloomed in the new millennium in the form of APU.
APU is not only an asset of Beppu City and Oita Prefecture,
but also that of Japan. We therefore need to collaborate with
the Ritsumeikan Trust in nurturing it with care until it is in
full bloom.



LR TWRE, BLOoAXDOUELEEEZBBRILL
EENEFNTT,

F 72, BEEEAFIE, RRIBEHES L2 IO 2§k
LTwZ i L BT,

BB F L2dS, FREALGEHEOSEDLE A DT
BRE T8, THEOBERO CRBEBHTDEL LT E
LT, THnEo:niLlEzd, HUL)TIFE L7,

Ritsumeikan Trust is one of the few famed Japanese
academies that has sent out excellent human resources into
the world and continues to spread its waves internationally.
When considering these thoughts, Ritsumeikan Trust has a
bright future. Even in the slightest way, Beppu City is willing
to be of assistance for the development and progress of the
Ritsumeikan Trust.

To our guests who have come from afar, please take this
opportunity as one for tasting Oita's nature and cuisine made
from the natural nurtured "one village one product’. I urge
you to later take a hot spring bath and relax in Beppu, the
number one hot spring resort of Japan. Should time permit, I
would like to recommend you to take a stroll in the hot
spring atmosphere of Beppu.

Last but not the least, in conclusion of my speech, I pray for
the development and prosperity of the Ritsumeikan Trust
and wish good health and tidings to everyone present here
today.

Thank you very much.
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On the occasion of the one hundred and thirtieth anniversary
of the founding of Ritsumeikan, the one hundredth
anniversary of the founding of Ritsumeikan University, and
the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, it is my
heartfelt pleasure to be able to congratulate you from the
perspective of a fellow private university with similar
aspirations. This is an occasion for expressing my sincere
admiration at the opening of your new university and my
pleasure, both with what you have accomplished in doing
this, and with the fact that Waseda University and
Ritsumeikan University share a fundamental educational
mission of establishing an enduring symbiotic relation with
the nations and peoples of the Asia-Pacific area.

Ritsumeikan, ahead of other universities, has been engaged in
university reform based on long term planning in four phases
and advancing the mission of the entire institution. You have
firmly established yourself as a leader among private
universities and have attracted the admiration of both other
universities and of society in carrying out reforms
throughout the university and recently in opening the
Biwako Kusatsu Campus and the collaborative projects
linking industry, government, and the university based there.

Recently the fifth phase of your university plan has been
completed with Asia Pacific University as its centerpiece.
With its opening a firm basis has been established for
Ritsumeikan to move into the twenty-first century advancing
the educational goal of "peace and democracy" and your own
founding philosophy of "freedom and novelty."

With the opening of this Asia Pacific University you have
attracted considerable

attention in establishing the first truly international
university in the Asia Pacific area. You have accomplished
this without, from the very beginning, being concerned with
national origins, but rather, based on the fundamental ideas
of "Freedom, Peace and Humanism," of "Mutual
Understanding between Nations," and of "Constructing the
Future of the Asia Pacific Area," you have established an
institution with half of its students and faculty from outside of
Japan. And in accomplishing this I have heard that your
faculty and staff have traveled abroad. have actively
recruited foreign students, and have secured an entering
class with many excellent students.

I would like to express my deep respect for the work of
President Nagata Toyoomi of Ritsumeikan, for that of
President Sakamoto Kazuichi of Asia Pacific University, and
the many others involved in establishing this university.
Today it is often said that the twenty-first century will be the
century of Asia. Within this context it is particularly
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important for the young people who are responsible for
Japan's future to acquire cross-cultural skills permitting them
to communicate effectively on an equal basis with the young
people of Asia. Should they not succeed in doing this, Japan
will become increasingly isolated from Asia and indeed the
world.

In this sense I am confident that Asia Pacific University, as a
symbol of the growth of Ritsumeikan University into the
twenty-first century and in contributing significantly to the
education of talented young people who will bring about
mutually advantageous, symbiotic relations between the
peoples of Asia, will become a significant source of energy for
the creation of Japan's future.

Working along similar lines at Waseda University, we
established in 1998 an independent Graduate School of Asia-
Pacific Studies and this April opened a Graduate School of
Global Information and Telecommunication Studies. Both
aim to create human and media networks linking the Asia
Pacific region. Plans also are currently underway for
establishing an independent Graduate School of Advanced
Technical Design Studies(tentative name) in Kita-Kyushu
City in April of 2003. We are planning, as you are, to
approach Asia through Kyushu and its symbolic Dejima, the
port city that was Japan's gateway to the outside world
during the Tokugawa Period.

1 believe that private universities should be ambitious and
should pursue a spirit of

brotherhood. As the global competitions between
universities increase it will become increasingly important
that we form consortiums among like-minded universities
with each nurturing its own strengths and with linkages to
influential universities outside of Japan complementing
linkages established within Japan. From this perspective I
hope that Waseda University and Ritsumeikan University
will be able to deepen our partnership even more than in the
past emphasizing a "symbiosis in the Asia Pacific region."

Finally, I pray that Ritsumeikan University will, taking
today's ceremony as a an opportunity and based on brilliant
traditions developed over the past century, leap into the
twenty-first century with this Asia Pacific University
continuing to grow and develop as a symbol of learning in
this new century.
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I am greatly honored to be here today at such a splendid
ceremony with a great number of distinguished guests from
all around the world on the occasion of the 130th
Anniversary of the founding of Ritsumeikan, the 100th
anniversary of the founding of Ritsumeikan University and
the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Over the last one hundred years, Ritsumeikan has continued
to improve and advance as a representative private
institution of higher education in Japan by successively
educating a great number of highly talented individuals. The
progress made by Ritsumeikan, especially after World War
II, is a remarkable achievement which is exemplified here
today with the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University.

One would assume that Ritsumeikan with its one hundred
years of history and tradition in Kyoto would establish a new
university in Kyoto. However, the City of Beppu in Oita
Prefecture was chosen as the most appropriate site for
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. I would like to express
my sincerest respect to the citizens of Beppu City and
Mayor Inoue, and to the citizens of Oita Prefecture and
Governor Hiramatsu for welcoming the university.

Today, the Asia Pacific region is plagued by many problems
that need to be resolved. However, it is also a region with
great potential and hope for the future due to its rich
environment and abundant natural resources. The Asia
Pacific region is also a source of considerable talent and
knowledge in the form of competent professionals who are
vet to be discovered. When considering the future of Asia
and the world in the 21st century, there is an increasing
demand for internationally oriented individuals with strong
leadership qualities who can lead the Asia Pacific region to
peace and prosperity. Also in demand are outstanding
individuals who possess an ability to understand various
cultures and values and who have a versatile perspective in
relation to the world around them.

With this goal in mind, Japanese universities need to reform
their education systems to fulfill their requirement to educate
competent and able professionals to deal precisely with our
complex society, which has resulted form economic growth.
In this sense, we have eagerly awaited the establishment of
this unique international university devoted to cultivating
such professionals who will be leaders in the 21st century.

In view of these realities, it is not too much to say that the
institutional objectives and conception of Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University are grand, and should be valued as a
national undertaking. There is also a new positive
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significance in that the establishment of this university is the
result of joint efforts of a regional municipality and a private
university, with much support and cooperation from many
public enterprises as well as from all countries in the Asia
Pacific region. I eagerly hope that those concerned in many
countries will foster interest in Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University. I also have great faith that the success of this
university will positively influence the further development
of higher education in Japan.

In closing, as we celebrate the centennial of the Ritsumeikan
Academy, I would like to offer my sincere prayers for the
success of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University - a university
which will nurture our visions for the future.

Congratulations!
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I would like to extend my congratulations on the 100th
Anniversary of Ritsumeikan University, the 130th
Anniversary of Ritsumeikan and on the opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

Ritsumeikan University, which was established under the
name of Kyoto Hosei Gakko in 1900 (Meiji 33) , is now one of
the leading universities in Japan. Under its founding spirit of
"freedom and purity" and its ideology of "peace and
democracy", Ritsumeikan has always placed great
importance on its connection with society. It has also played
a vital role in educating a great number of Japanese youth.
Ritsumeikan has greatly developed especially since World
War II, above all, the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University is its most significant achievement to date.

Frankly speaking, when I first heard of the plans to establish
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University five years ago, I
imagined all of the difficulties and complications that would
go along with this undertaking. The years prior to the
establishment of the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
have seen unprecedented economic turmoil in Asian
countries, as well as a wave of economic depression in Japan.
It will be right to say therefore that it has been a time of
much hardship. However, I offer my greatest respects to the
efforts of all of those who have treated these adverse
circumstances rather as an opportunity, and pushed forward
the successful establishment of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University.

Basing its principles on history and traditions as well as the
international world order of the 21st century , Ritsumeikan
University I believe is the most reform oriented university in
Japan today. I am positive that this inspiring energy is
definitely a step towards the future and will increase our
range of opportunities. Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
can rightfully be considered as the very pillar of
Ritsumeikan's reform principles. With students from over 50
different countries around the world, this first truly
international university positively defines the role of Japan
towards international aid and contribution. I would like to
acknowledge that this project has received joint collaboration
from both, the local government of Oita Prefecture and
Beppu City as well as the industrial world. This, coupled
with the cooperation of the three elements of our society; ie.
the academic world, the office world and the business world;
is what gives this project a very special significance in
today's Japanese society. Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
has received much acknowledgment and acclaim both in
Japan and overseas, for being a university of high quality.

Together with celebrating the 100th anniversary of the
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establishment of Ritsumeikan University, it is my sincere
hope that this Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University will foster
many young students to become competent and able leaders
of this new century.
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On behalf of the Nakagawa House, on this ceremonious
occasion of the 130th Anniversary of Ritsumeikan, the 100th
Anniversary of Ritsumeikan University, and the Opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, I am greatly honored
and delighted to deliver a congratulatory address.

Congratulations! This concern owes its present success to
the efforts of everyone involved in Ritsumeikan.

In the old days, my grandfather, Kojuro Nakagawa, often
took me to Hirokoji campus, Prince Saionji's Zaryo-so (villa) in
Okitsu and his house in Gotenba, where I had many
opportunities to meet Prince Saionji. Even as a child I was
impressed by his personality as a great politician. My
grandfather founded a school at his own expense taking over
Prince Saionji's philosophy as the founding spirit. When I
think of his passion and recall his words, "for the school' in
various ways, I always feel braced up myself though he is
from the same family.

Since then, seeing one hundred winters, Ritsumeikan has
made a remarkable progress to become one of the leading
educational institution in Japan, centering on consistent
education from its junior and senior high schools, and
undergraduate and postgraduate schools with university as a
general educational institution with a unique characteristics
and enrich in globalization owing campuses in Hokkaido,
Shiga, Kyoto and Oita Prefectures. I feel my heart is full of
delight that my grandfather, "Kojuro's' wishes have come
true.
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On this ceremonious occasion of the 130th Anniversary of
Ritsumeikan and the 100th Anniversary of Ritsumeikan
University, I am greatly honored to address you today and
offer my sincerest congratulations on the opening of
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.

The city of Kyoto has prospered over the last twelve
hundred years not only as the capital of Japan, but also as a
prominent center for arts, culture, industry and history.
Kyoto, nurtured by history and traditions, is also "the center
of learning” in Japan where promising youth, scholars and
educators gather from all around the country, thereby
greatly contributing to the overall development of present
day Kyoto. Ritsumeikan University, which is one of the
leading universities in the Kansai region, is also very well
known across Japan. Under its founding spirit of "freedom
and purity" and its ideology of "peace and democracy",
Ritsumeikan has always placed great importance on its
connection with society. It has also played a vital role in
educating the youth of Japan, as well as in the development
of science and research.

With such a brilliant history and long traditions, Ritsumeikan
has also been a pioneer in creating remarkable changes in
society as well as in the promotion of globalization. Its
important characteristic of linking education from junior and
senior high schools to undergraduate and graduate schools at
university, makes Ritsumeikan a general educational
institution with a unique personality, which is advancing into
the 21st century as an institution with a strong international
perspective.

On the occasion of the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University in Oita, I have great hopes that this university will
respond to the expectations of both history and society from
a new perspective. Moreovet, it is also my sincere wish that
Ritsumeikan - an institution born and raised in Kyoto, will
continue to contribute to the further development of Kyoto
as it advances into the world in the 21st century.
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I would like to extend my congratulations on the 130th
Anniversary of Ritsumeikan, the 100th Anniversary of
Ritsumeikan University, and the opening of Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University.

Ritsumeikan was born in Kyoto one hundred years ago in
the Meiji era, a time of great change in Japan. Today, it has
become one of the leading general educational institutions in
Japan and is very well known all over the country, consisting
of junior and senior high schools, and undergraduate and
postgraduate schools with university campuses in Hokkaido,
Shiga, Kyoto and Oita Prefectures. Under its founding spirit
of "freedom and purity" and its ideology of "peace and
democracy"”, Ritsumeikan has always placed great
importance on its connection with society and played a major
role in the enrichment and development of education and
research. Moreover, it is very encouraging that Ritsumeikan
aims at creating a university which will send a message to
the world in the 21st century.

It was April of 1994 (Heisei 6) when Shiga Prefecture invited
Ritsumeikan University to our Mother Lake Country.
Followed by the establishment of the center for new
education and research systems in the Faculty of Science
and Engineering, in October 1998 (Heisei 10), the Faculties of
Economics and Business Administration moved in. Now,
fifteen thousand students are studying at the Biwako
Kusatsu Campus. Shiga Prefecture was once a local area
with few higher education institutions. Today, Shiga has
been transformed and developed into a community where
many promising youths from all over the country can
experience both science and culture.

Ritsumeikan is also contributing toward the further
development of Shiga as the driving force behind the
vitalization of the local community and the establishment of
industry bases in the Prefecture through its pioneering
undertakings. I would like to express my sincerest respect
to all personnel involved in the university for their tireless
efforts.

At the beginning of the new millenium, I wish Ritsumeikan
the best for its further development, and sincerely hope that
Ritsumeikan's long tradition of the pursuit of knowledge,
education and research, will be a great contribution to the
future of Shiga Prefecture.

G
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