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The Form and Evolvement of Research and
Development System in the Footwear Industry:
The Case of South Korea Busan Area

Sangmin Kang *

Abstract

Many of the small and medium-sized enterprises is difficult to take in the research and
development autonomously. Because most of the small and medium-sized enterprises funds,
human resources, information such as the management resources has been limited. Among
the poor environment, small and medium-sized enterprises, when aiming for sustainable
growth, improvement of technical capabilities, it is necessary to research and development
on such innovation. At that time, industry-academia-government collaboration is important
for small and medium-sized enterprises as a network to promote innovation. In other words,
public research institutions is technology promotion of local industry, the aim of the
technical improvement of small and medium-sized enterprises, technical assistance, request
testing, research & development, and plays a function, such as the provision of equipment.

On the other hand, South Korea area in footwear industry has been positioned as a
declining industry these days. From the second half of the 1980s, such as the emergence of 3
high-phenomenon and development countries due to changes in the domestic and
international business environment, industrial cluster was reduced quantitatively. And
commissioned by the world’s big brands under the international division of labor, in order to
have created a foundation for growth around the OEM, it has lost the former international
competitiveness. However, such as technological innovation and human resources education
in the footwear industry, it is a new movement is seen in recently.

In this paper, from the role and function reveal perspective of public research institutions
in researchand development system of Korea footwear industry, footwear fashion industry
Department of Kyungnam information College, South Korea shoes leather Research
Institute to consider the footwear industry support center. And industry-academy-

government cooperation which impact on the footwear industry about what is doing what,
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initiatives reveal the actual situation of research and development system.

Keywords:
Industry-Academy-Government Collaboration, Public Research Institutions, Innovation,

Small and Medium Sized Enterprise (SME), Footwear Industry






