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Summary of
Dissertation
Contents

The general theme of this dissertation is to provide some insight to the debate
of understanding and enhancing the process of community-based development
in rural Japan by utilizing Oyama-Machi in Oita prefecture as the subjective of
ethnographic research. The dissertation provides interesting and fruitful results
of the research on community based rural development from the viewpoints of
rural people and contributes academically to the limited literature on this field.
The dissertation frames, describes and explores a total process of rural
development : the NPC Movement of Oyama-Machi, the original model of the
Oita One Village One Product Movement, their changes over time and effects
ethnographically. It introduces interesting narratives and observations from the
viewpoints of the people of Oyama in the rural context and documents carefully
the daily progress of their rural development in order to understand the process
of Oyama’s rural development, and makes the results more experiential and
operational for use in rural development.
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Summary of
Dissertation
Screening
Results

The OVOP Movement has attracted enough attention in publications, survey
reports, and even mass media. However there is no single ethnographic
research on the history of Oyama’s rural development, the original model of the
Oita One Village One Product Movement. This dissertation fills this paucity by
this detailed ethnographic research.




In Oyama, many young people have joined Oyama’s rural development: NPC
Movement initiated by Yahata Harumi, the head of the town after their
graduation from agricultural high school and have made efforts towards
development, but most of their development experiences were embedded in
Oyama’s development as tacit knowledge. Under such situation this
dissertation frames, describes and arranges their development experience
properly as practical process of community based rural development well
enough for readers to understand and interpret their development experiences
more explicitly and thoughtfully and provides a rich store of experiential,
operational and practical knowledge for the rural development.

Therefore this dissertation is worthy of the provision of a PhD degree.
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Summary of
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or Academic
Skills

The student conducted his research properly and thoroughly over successive
field visits in Oyama-Machi and compiled the research as a dissertation. During
his research period the student presented his research results in international
conferences and as published journal articles.

In the oral examination, the candidate sincerely and convincingly responded to
the examiners to support his discussion on community based rural
development of Oyama-Machi from the viewpoints of rural people. The
candidate’s responses were appropriate and indicated high caliber of the
results of the research he presented and presented a compelling case for his
academic contribution.

Therefore, this is worthy of conferral of the PhD degree.
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