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Content Analysis of Video Game Manuals

OBANA Takashi

Abstract:

This research analyzes the origin of narrativity in Japanese video games by text-mining the manuals of Family
Computer video games, focusing, in particular, on the incidence of “story setting” in manuals from 1983 to 1986.
It finds an increase in the number of both pages and words related to the story setting of games in 1986.
Specifically, between 1985 and 1986, the average number of pages increased by 1.7 times, and the number of
words increased by 1.78 times. Before 1985, the purpose of the story setting in a manual was only to supplement
the information on playing the game. After 1986, however, a more detailed description of the story setting was
required in manuals to explain the background of the story or world view before starting to play the game,
because, thanks to the rapid development of semiconductors, it became possible to develop more complicated
stories for games. As a result, many narrative style video games were released; in addition, other genres of
games also began to emphasize the story setting from 1986. Thus, it can be said that narrativity, a unique

characteristic of Japanese video games, was established in 1986.

Keywords: text mining, video game manuals, game studies, database, digital humanities
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