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Transformation and Formation of Theory and Research on
Occupational Therapy for Elderly with Dementia: Analysis of
Rehabilitation Magazines of the 1980s and 1990s

TAJIMA Akiko

Abstract:

This study clarifies the transformation and formation of theory and research on occupational therapy for
elderly with dementia by analyzing descriptions of "occupational therapy for dementia" extracted from issues of
three magazines, Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Occupational
Therapy Journal, all published in the 1980s and 1990s. In this period, elderly with dementia were targeted for
rehabilitation and the ways of intervention were specified. The research results are as follows. (1) The theory
and research on elderly with dementia were formulated and accumulated in occupational therapy studies from
1985. (2) Nineteen eighty-nine was an important turning point in the transformation and formation of the
theory and research of occupational therapy studies. (3) In the 1990s, various new theories were included in

occupational therapy studies based on the turning point of 1989.

Keywords: occupational therapy for elderly with dementia, transformation and formation of theory and

research
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