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Role-playing Workshop Regarding Wildlife Issues Targeting Undergraduate Students

Ryo SAKURAI

Abstract

Wildlife is causing a variety of problems such as damage to the crops and human injuries for local and urban
communities in many parts of the world. It is indispensable for us to deepen our understanding of wildlife issues for
dealing with them. The purpose of this paper is to clarify what kind of stereotypes students tend to have on wildlife
issues in Japan, the factors that contribute to form their attitudes toward nature conservation, and educational
methods to reduce stereotypes on wildlife issues.

Some students had the following stereotypes of wildlife issues: (1) the Japanese are nature-friendly people, (2) we
must protect wildlife under any circumstances, and (3) hunting is a cruel and evil conduct. Yet, Japan has also faced
pollution and environmental problems due to their own environmentally unfriendly behaviors. Moreover, with more
habitats for some wildlife species due to the decline of human population in rural areas, their population has
increased rapidly, necessitating their control chiefly by the means of hunting. It seems that the mass media was very
influential in the formation of the above stereotypes, but students in the class answered that they were most
influenced by school education, followed by actual experience, the mass media, family members, and books on the
formation of their attitudes toward nature conservation.

It is considered that educational attempts to enhance their knowledge on nature conservation is crucial for
overcoming these stereotypes, therefore, I have offered courses on human dimensions of nature conservation for
both Japanese and international students at Ritsumeikan University. In the class, students learned a variety of
wildlife issues in Japan, the worldwide efforts to achieve the coexistence of humans and wildlife, and research and
practical methods for solving them. Then, they were asked to engage in a role-playing workshop for dealing with
human-bear conflicts in a hypothetical town of about 100 people in Osaka. This workshop is expected to help them to
reduce stereotypes on wildlife issues by learning that there are a variety of attitudes on a given issue and by

understanding the context in which problems occur.
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Introduction; what is nature? (FZSEMEZE : HAA &3 ?)
Human life and natural environment; value of natural resources, biodiversity (A4 D5 L & HIRERNE

9 SRR O, AEW 2 H%1E)
Conservation of nature; history of environmental issues in Japan, framework for natural resource
management (HROMRE 1 HARICBIT 2 BEMEORE L, BRGSO M)

3 | Conservation of endangered species it /& EFE D 4)

4 Wildlife in Japan; Number of species in Japan, the population trends of bears, boars, deer and monkeys (H
AOWEBY - ARICBI L., 7~ 4 /23, P, PIVOEEEDOZEAL)

5 Rural villages and wildlife conflicts; depopulation and aging in local communities, human-bear conflicts (M
WALE L EE M I 2 =T 1 2B AT ERE. A&7 <& 0fLEE)

6 Students’ involvement in wildlife issues: student-rangers for protecting wildlife damage (EfZ:BhWrRIE %)
T AHFAEOIN) A BAEBYHEZF I LB LFEL Y Vv —)

7 Hunting; decrease and aging of hunters in Japan (JF#4i : HAIZ BT 2 50 E O wd & Ewib)
Explanation about debate (start preparing for debate) (774 X— MZIBI$ %5 7 4 X — M2 F 72 #4w)

8 | Group-work about debate (71 X— MZ[AIF 727NV —T"T—72)
Debate (71 X—})

10 | Living with wildlife; cases of all over the world (FAEi & DI  HRFOFHFIL D)
Academic discipline of Human Dimensions of Wildlife (¥ 22—~ > - 74 A T a »y L) ZHIzonT)

11 | Survey & interview to encourage collaboration; preparing for interview exercise (Eiz{ed 72007 >~
r— N EREIUY A B &I AL 72 A
Interview exercise (B & LY DFER)

12 | Facilitation and workshop; importance of reaching consensus (7 7>V F—YarvévU—2rav 7 A8
B EBb 2 & OEEN)

13 | Preparation for workshop; group-work (7 —2 > a v FZa}72#4E : 7 V—T"7—7)

14 | Workshop; solving human-bear conflicts (V—27 3 a v 7 7 <& NE OHEEOHRIED728H12)

15 | Review of workshop; presentation by evaluation group (7 —72 ¥ a3 v 7O#H  SMEREED» 5 DFEE)
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