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Original Article

Study of Differences in Special Needs Education in

Japan between Prefectures

SHIBAGAKI Noboru

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

An inclusive education system should guarantee the equal opportunity of education for all
people with disabilities in the community. However, significant differences exist in educational
services available for disabled children in regards to special needs education among schools or
areas in Japan. This paper investigates the number of school children per one resource room’s
teacher and the utilized number of support assistants for special needs education, in order to
clarify the different present conditions among prefectures for further research on the causes of
these defferences. The result finds that there are about 6 types of differences existing among
prefectures concerning the utilized number of support assistants for special needs education, and
about 4 times difference in the number of school children per one resource room's teacher. A
significant correlation (r=.65, n=47, p<.01) is found between the financial index of each
prefecture and the number of utilized support assistants for special needs education, and this
suggests that the financial power of each individual prefecture is one of the factors causing these
differences. However, there are some prefectures with a low number of utilized support assistants
for special needs education even when their financial index is high, suggesting reasons other than
financial power and supporting the necessity of future research to investigate the recognition
among school boards and department heads toward special needs education in order to find other

factors for these differences.

Key Words : inclusive education system, special needs education, differences, prefectures, Japan
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