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Original Article
Teachers” Support for the Students Who Have Experienced
School Non-attendance: Constructing a Trans-viewed

Model from Field Work at an Alternative School

KANZAKI Mami and SATO Tatsuya

(Graduate School of Letters, Ritsumeikan University / College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

This study was designed to construct a trans-viewed model of the support that teachers of
credit-based system high schools provide the students who have experienced school non-
attendance. Based on the observation of the relationship between teachers and students by
participating at the alternative school from July 2012 to October 2013, we analyzed interview data
to understand how homeroom teachers support their students. We also analyzed the observation
data to find the structure of problems when supporting these students. The direct support
provided by the teachers were divided into four patterns: (1) to make the students understand
their poor traditional school experiences and put them into an affirmative light, (2) to change
their exclusive acts such as avoiding speaking to or dealing with classmates, (3) to encourage
them to act as part of the school community, (4) to get them to think about their lives after the
school. We found out that these supports present strained relationships among 3 axes: students’
view, supporting relationship and instructional form. In addition, there were indirect supporting
elements that sustain the direct supporting elements. They are “form and maintain trusting

» o«

individual relationships,” “not pushing oneself to handle every issue perfectly” and “various
resources the subject high school has”. When direct support from homeroom teachers to their
students becomes distressed, these indirect supporting elements enable teachers to scold their
students even if they are hated because other supporters take the students’ side and to
understand their students multi-directionally, so that the relationships between teachers and
students are maintained. Finally we considered the support elements which were available for

non-traditional high school based on the subject high school.

Key Words : school non-attendance, support, credit-based system high school, fieldwork, trans-view
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