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Toward a Dynamic Theory of Female Labor Force Participation :
The Case of Taiwan

TAKEUCHI Maki '

Abstract : The aim of this paper is to build a dynamic theory to explain women’s labor force participation,
which covers women’s labor forces in late-industrialized societies, and to apply this theory to the case of
Taiwan. The standard theory of women’s labor force participation is modeled after Western industrialized
societies. The theory predicts that women, who are in the labor force in agriculture or family business, then
leave the labor force during the process of industrialization. The next step is that women enter the labor
market again following post-industrialization and the appearance of family policy. However, in Taiwan, a late-
industrialized society, the standard theory of women’s labor force participation has no application: there
were relatively less active working women before industrialization, and little housewifization of highly-
educated women in the process of industrialization. Such a seemingly irregular pattern can be well
explained by a dynamic theory, which considers the timing of appearances of various structural or
institutional factors. This study argues that a new dynamic framework can solve the puzzle of women’s labor

force participation in late-developed societies, through data descriptions of international macro data.

Keywords : female labor force participation, Taiwan, late-developed societies, dynamic theory
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