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Cerebral Hemispherectomies Performed as a Treatment
for Cerebral Palsy

KOIDO, Keiko

Abstract:

Regarding cases in which cerebral hemispherectomies were conducted, in contrast to existing research on
malignant brain tumors and epileptic seizures, the fact that these surgeries were performed as a treatment of
symptoms caused by cerebral palsy in Japan in the 1950s is little known and remains undiscussed. For this
paper I conducted a literature review from the perspective of whether cerebral hemispherectomy surgeries
carried out on people with cerebral palsy were intended for the treatment of epilepsy and examined the
historical and social significance of the “treatment” and “healing” of cerebral palsy. This resulted in three
findings. First, starting in 1955 cerebral hemispherectomies were carried out with cerebral palsy as an
indicated disease in Japan. Second, doctors at the time treated people with cerebral palsy as “unhappy,” “not of
use to society,” and “no more than corpses.” Third, cerebral palsy was diagnosed as involving physical
symptoms of epilepsy and “mental disorders,” and treatment of these conditions was added as conditions for
surgery. Other surgical procedures investigated and carried out on people with cerebral palsy by doctors in the

1950s are a topic for future research.

Keywords: cerebral palsy, 1950s, epileptic seizures and mental disorders, cerebral hemispherectomy.
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