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Chinese Tourists’ Image of a Tourist Destination

: Kamakura Tourism Induced by the Anime Series Slam Dunk
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Abstract

This article introduces a case study of tourism connected with the fictional
anime series Slam Dunk, in order to illustrate how Chinese tourists engage in
media induced tourism connected with Japanese media content, and how such
tourism has shaped the tourists’ image of Kamakura. The article also considers
the emergence in China of “Little Kamakuras” amid the COVID-19 related
restrictions on travel to Japan. Specifically, it considers how media induced
tourism in these Little Kamakuras has transformed Chinese images of the
actual Kamakura in Japan. Regarding the method, social media posts made by
Chinese tourists were converted into data and analyzed using text mining
software KH Coder. The analysis yielded the following insights about how
Chinese tourists consume the locality of Kamakura: They have formed an
image of the locality based entirely upon the landscapes shown in the
background of Slam Dunk’s opening theme song, Kimi ga Suki da to Sakebitai.
Additionally, having broken down such scenery into fragmentary place images,
the tourists use an app to compile photo montages combining these

fragmentary places and then upload them onto social media.
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