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Abstract

This paper is the Japanese translation of La Barca (the boat), one of the works included in the
collection of poems composed by the medieval Waldenses in the early 15th century. This poem
comprises two parts, the first dealing with original sin and the salvation of human beings in this
world and the second describing human life in this world and our destination after death. Human
beings are compared to “the boat,” and this world to “the sea.” In other words, when a boat sails on
the sea, it means that people live in this world. In this process, various “merchandise” is loaded
onto the boat. The merchandise is a metaphor for the deeds of man, such as virtues and sins, and at
the port of divine judgment where the boat arrives at the time of death, the value of each

merchandise is evaluated, and the destination after death is determined.
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