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abstract

The Ako Incident and the stories related to it, or ‘Chushingura’, was mentioned in Isaac Titsingh’s
Lllustrations of Japan (1820) for the first time by a Westerner. However, it was four decades later when
the European writers started to analyse the national character of the Japanese people based on these
stories, which were popular among the people, and not on historical truth.

Among the European narratives that dealt with ‘Chushingura’ in the 1860s, Rutherford Alcock’s
memoir The Capital of the Tycoon (1863) has been the most influential. Therefore, this article will discuss
how Westerners started to appraise ‘Chushingura’ as ethnographic material based on Alcock’s writings.
Further, Alcock and his contemporary descriptions of ‘Chushingura’ will be demonstrated in terms of their

cultural backgrounds and the rise of Folklore studies in the 19" century.
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W EF2EBARDOKE The Capital of the Tycoon
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72V [HEE ] (B BRI The Capital of
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ORI HEROEITHY, 220HIE, F—nay

7 SHA N 0 E R 2k it & LRI
RL72WEETH A [HERERE] EEL 2. K AR
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Many of these brief and informal records

of things or events I found on looking
back, were much more pregnant of
suggestion than they had appeared at the
time, and calculated incidentally to throw
a reflected fight on Japanese character and
institutions. It has been my purpose,

therefore, to preserve as far as possible

these first impressions, and unstudied

touches of the pencil, with such corrections

and amplifications only, as later experience

and fuller knowledge may have enabled

me to supply 7.
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there is something so illustrative of the

state of the country, the times, and the
people, in the whole affair, that a short
account of the detail will not be without

interest. '”
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Whether this be merely a popular version
or the simple truth, it serves to prove what
1s believed to be a course of action; and
how ready desperate men are to sacrifice

their lives in Japan for an object ™ .
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HIBrES N 7-OICRE SN2 HHNEEZ. BHFORX
MNZIoTREZ TN 72NEE L CHiIgILL TRl
HUONERHIIZITIZOEEEL T, Mo
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how desperate men are, in Japan, ready to
sacrifice their lives deliverately in a feud —

their own, or their chief's' .
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EDED DO LOBEEIN TNBEIEEFINT
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DXt ALz BVT, BEFHRE i TwizH
KEBROERZ [SVEAOHEY (L. p.104)
(the recent compilations) ] LD, E512, &
NSO [HREW ] 74T F i B OFE
DEBEAREL TWDA5 THUTSIC A —vay
IO LIHAT L E A TV 2L W) ZETYH
H5H"

F =y HRHAL 7RI FYAIZBWT
HAIZE 3 2 AREZ ML Cn7zoid, F31LLS
Noo [ | Thotze BRI (1987) 1,
T—L YA - 4177k (Laurence Oliphant) 2%
18594F 12 Narrative of The Earl of Elgin'’s

Mission & WL 7224 5D 4 1) 212 BT HHAR
LD BUR IO W TRD LI ICF LD b,
BRI EAUE, 7 A A D3RR A H AL B [ oD £
ENTEAT) ZEITMIS L TED EASS7-HARND
BLRIZ L CHHEI DO 72 DI/ R L TV BT 25
FCICREFERDB I N TVt 7 TR fE B RS
72 b OFEVEDO TR UETIRD U Ko THlib
TWizbwy?, RIS N7z HAR 1R 58
DPEZELDEEANATD N2 Z ORI OHARIZE
T HEELFIEL L TIE. Manners and Customs
of the Japanese in the Nineteenth Century™
(1841) & Japan: an Account™ (1852) n3H1F 5
Nhb, 7 THEHERRE D DFEERE /DA FY
ANFEB VT DR B LT Manners and Customs
of the Japanese in the Nineteenth Century \%. +
TGN TATAYTREAIT RN TG ETEL
Tz Yo RFHlRttYa> - < L— (John
Murray) 751841 4E WIS S 7z, [AIAREIC
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Brothers) 2>5b M RE N THY, 18524E, 1855
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POHMOSHRNTVDZEDNS, fFYR, TA
) A ETEL DR E R B ol E o7
ZEWOD b AEDFEHIIELA DI TH-
7eds. KRG - EHAEZILA M O UL & %
Hekze E2AEEL. /S22 (Busk) W94 FYAN
RPERHFZFEWEL, T RVRTAT VT, VY
NNV, =RVt 7 Y T HEEREREDLILO
FEPZHINTWBEIEZHLITL 7Y,
Japan: an Account DFEFHTIHDHAIAYNT Y FN
DLERFv— VA <27 77—L (Charles
MacFarlane) &, —ESHAZFIN/-2LD 00 E
I NAZOWE LRI, 4TV TR A
DFEVERHNIAZREL 720 PRI T X HEA
FYRTHRS IO, 1856412134 F1) A Tl
W cs =,

IO, BRAADPHERCATTH S
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the Japanese in the Nineteenth Century \Z 13,
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F—7z)V A=)V - 74v¥ ) (Johan Frederik van
Overmeer Fischer) ® Bijdrage tot de Kennis van
het Japansche Rijk (FB#1x THARBERHE]) 2
O [ MBI HoTIE, FRICEREEL THEL
MIRNZERIHNTWD DS, L LENETT
BRI R CBREHEMT O TWHZEN S
W WIS ARG L. HAROEBIEMIZ. N
BEHSOTLE) EHM LV ENICESTIEZIT A
N2 WD LBRTN D, TDOT740EIVDFL
WBiE=r 77—V B HLTHEY, ZOLET, i
Bl 5570 BHARNOWERFEL T, [EEDO X%
HEDBIERLH SR % R A e &L bk L,
HFL 25 5E KM (the unfavourable features
of the national character; such as a demoniacal
passion of revenge, and a fondness for witnessing
punishments and tortures) | #3&% % &R ##H L 720
ETANED T AN IR Qub (IY)¥ N NN (Yl
Faholboo, WL, IhpiRshieT4
F > 7D Illustrations of Japani> o5 LFi 4%
FIEEVICIHL THAR A EE IR EZ R L.
e AREEE V)RR T2, Manners
and Customs of the Japanese in the Nineteenth
Century H3BlIE L THW/z01E, HIHFIES R G
R EDHENF O E E o7 B 7 OFL (1651
i) OFLIR T, TAF 7RI E, WG EHHES
EFBWDRKD T2 DI E 7257 EFL 728850
L. TOBRIC2EEICH 25T, HRADER
PEiE [#&% Y (vindictive) | D728k ~R7:7,
Japan: an Account (3, T4 F ¥ 7 DR TIIHRFER
ANDFHAVFALIERTREAB SN TV RS
1 (17014F) 5 L. HARAD [ERMEDO K
%K pi(the great defect of the national character) |
T 5 [1HE DL LBIE (the thirst and madness
of revenge™) | 8L {HN 7= AL L TRAML 720

BEIZH DHARNEREHDEL7ZIZBE RV O
2T, HEZLLTOHRADPINITE MRS
TWARIENSLLbANLEB), HRNLEEL S,
COEHETITHFEANDA A=TVDOHTLoD ) L4
U STz, 18594EICHIMRE L7z Narrative
of The Earl of Elgin’s Mission \Z8\T, FEKEIZ
HARZFNI2A) 772 M HARANE [EAEW

[EEBETE (notoriously vindictive®) | &~

TWVBIEIZH, TNAATFLA I TELTERL
TWZENENT WD, THLZRLDHNBD
Tl 16HRRICHARZ G L2457 NE # il
771) =%—/ (Alessandro Valignano) %% [H#A
REEL] (1582) I2BWT, [HEMICHEEL, %
BELIVEIET L, ZoMEIILTENRE
TIDHRWEHEBRESEZRL, HITENEDBIC
BN R EFE, M TF25mD MW 2 L 72K,
FITIDEHIZHFA)T, FFFIZHENTIZFITHh U,
RDEH LT DIF S ] & HAR A %
BRI S LRI TV A I 23 L 72— A3
LN TV D, MlIZh, 18HALITIE, BEBEH 1254 5
YIRA VIR ORBREL T2 MELEL
TEEL &) v~ (Engelbert Kaempfer)
DFLRIZFEEDNT, YNV s (C. P. Thunberg)
PHARNOEEI N § @ L HZESITONT
IRARTW727

F =Ny ORHLFETD, 4 F)A%HLEL7:
PEFED SR Tld. HARANIEED7-DIIE N EE
T 250 THY, TNPIEROITWEL THES
NTWBLIEPDRLBRENT W2, THLT
FAT LR E FEA TV — v ay s, BHMAE
DZEDFHIZ DOV TARE THERL TE7eA A=
MO A ZIT T2 L THDM LA BTV,
X5, COMOFIICBNTTAF V7o [BE
k] OFRBDI—EEDT N T, BWEITEE/AO
BHEDFHIHBEARBIE L THO ST W2 Hh
5id, 1850 MRETIEPEIHENICEST, [HEE
D U FEO—DTL %L, LYbiFTH
25 KD TR D72 EEMEDTREN T 5,

3 ERMBEXELLTOYEE

Tl 186042~ C [ | A3 — BV
ANDOFEHZB DL o728 I, — R
HolzDIZAI D REITIE, 191 DI—mw8
B2 7+—27u 7RO EDEH T 2T HZ
BE, A= ayr BIORBHOWEENLL R
Bk | (2B 9 2Rtk 2 ed TIRRL TA 72w T
NAza7MIEIE, 19 ZEL TRIEL .



Tr—r a7 QWG FEIGE§ 2HAE, [T
Rl RZ2o0ARYorEOHK (the search for ‘the
people’ and its authentic voice) ] TH-72&v 9,
ZL T, TOMEIIH-72D1F, EIREVHIDIL
FUALEEZ LA TH2ALDOZETHY, It
AINTALIEE I E R T 5 H R TH
BECHBEETH-72Y o MRkl 2H L7 KD H A
HOIR5ALIEE DI DL L TRAbN S, F—
NI PRREELTOFY) TEARIEL19
AL, Iy S EHOREREZERT S
72OICHWLN TV 2ZOT DS, ERBEZIZD
DT HIA—T DN A F RIS B2 0128
SNIBD 7R TOH o7z, R EFRE 7+—7
7D T IRE DBEDDIZOWTIRARTZS, FA
F—= (2016) &, 19D ETI—T/ SO
W CTHoleT7r—r a7 OFLEE - T B2
1A B2 520 LMD IZ AT T AHEER
BEHMSZBL CTRBICERR RO NEFEL
72CEZHHL TS, FAF—=1d, TOHMAN
BEHELT, AVFRT 7 A TRES N5
A% Bl NOERMEDEREZ/RTHDOEL THGR
SN, ZORRAE OB SHH NIIH§ 24
TLAZA THEACI I A T AD STV
7eZEERHALTREY,

HAIZ BT 2158 N DO LRSLZEDOREIE B O
AW ZRMEEDS, AR T #E ML 72 7+—2 0
THREDEBAL DR E 5T /2o F. M. A4
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But the curtain rises again, and upon scenes

which there is no doubt are the peculiar
delight of Japanese, whatever the last may
have been: deeds of valor and heroism, of
bloodshed and self-immolation, the staple of

nearly all their story-books. so far as I have

been able to dip into them * .
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A strange history — strange if true, and

scarcely less so if invented. Not less but

more illustrative, perhaps, in the latter case,

of the popular idea of heroism and poetic

justice, as these are, moreover, exemplified

in a hundred legends and traditions, which

form the staple of their theatrical pieces, their

picture-books, and their popular tales .
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They were all buried in one cemetery in

Yeddo, which was pointed out to me, and

they live to this day in the hearts of all brave

and loyal men in Japan as types of true

heroism! As this story was recited to me, I

could not hel p reflecting on what must be
the influence of such a popular literature and
history upon the character, as well as the

habits of thought and action of a nation*’ .
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